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Holy Spirit (continued)

1. What difference does it make? (whether the Holy Spirit proceeds from both the Father and the Son) Well, for one thing Augustine argued that the Scripture maintained that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the Father and the Son.  (Can we support that claim?  See NIV Thematic Reference Bible page 1453) If so, if the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the Father and Son, it makes sense that He proceeds from both the Father and the Son.

2. Another factor in the medieval churches defending Augustine and “double procession” is that the Father gives all things to the Son, including his divine essence, and his attributes.  In fact, this goes all the way to Athanasius in the 3rd and 4th century who says that the only thing the Father does not give the Son is being the Father.  


3. So one of the things that the Father gives the Son is the capacity to be a source of the Holy Spirit.   

The Father and the Son act as one source or principle in bringing forth the Holy Spirit.  

4. Augustine also liked the doctrine of double procession because he thought of the Holy Spirit as something like the person of love of the Trinity.  God is love and the Son is love, but the Holy Spirit is the hypostasized love of the Trinity.  Augustine will picture the Holy Spirit as the love that binds the Father and Son together because for him at least love is a binding force.  The Holy Spirit is the bond of Love in and out of the Trinity.  

5. Paul says this in Romans 5:5 “The love shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given to us, is a love that comes from the Holy Spirit who is in person the Love of God.”  The Love, which is God, sheds love in our hearts.  

6. Another thing that Augustine talked about is the human soul as an image of the Trinity, or trace of the Trinity.  The human soul, according to Augustine (Cary vol. 2, page 43), is tripartite.  The soul has memory, understanding, and love.  The Father is like memory, the Son is like intellect (the Logos), so the Son is like the understanding or intelligence of God and the Spirit is the love of God.   The human soul involves intellect and love, and the understanding of love, and it is grounded in memory.


7. Begin in Erickson, bottom of page 868 and finish out the history of the Doctrine of Holy Spirit


8. The Deity of the Holy Spirit (see Erickson page 873-875)


9. The Personality of the Holy Spirit (Erickson page 875-879)

In Erickson on page 878, he says “The Holy Spirit engages in moral actions and ministries that can be performed only by a person.”   He believes that Romans 8: 26 expresses this conviction by saying: “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express” –as Erickson says: “Surely, Paul has a person in view.”  

10. Gordon Fee, in his book “Paul, the Spirit, and the People of God,” echoes what Erickson says by concluding that the Spirit is most frequently spoken in terms of agency—that is, the Spirit is the agent of God’s activity.  And while this doesn’t necessarily always presume personhood, it does often seem to find personal expression in Paul’s writings.   For example, conversion is by the work of the Holy Spirit in 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Corinthians 6:11; Romans 15:16.  The joy of the people of God is an expression of the presence of the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 1:6, Romans 15:13).   Revelation comes through the Spirit and Paul’s preaching is accompanied by the power of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:10; 1 Thessalonians 1:5).  Believers are to love by the Spirit (Colossians 1:8), be sealed by the Spirit (Ephesians 1:13), and walk by the Spirit (Galatians 5: 16, 25).  According to Fee, the point is that Paul talks of the Spirit in ways that parallels what he says of Christ whose agency can only be seen as personal (page 26).

11. Another is that Paul’s writings in particular are filled with a large number of verbs that demand a personal agent to carry out the action of the verbs.  Such as the Spirit searches all things (1 Corinthians 2: 10), knows the mind of God (1 Corinthians 2:11), teaches the content of the gospel to believers (1 Corinthians 2:13), cries out from within our hearts (Galatians 4:6), leads us in the ways of God (Galatians 5:18), helps us in our weaknesses (Romans 8:26), intercedes on our behalf (Romans 8:26-27). Note: we have both the Spirit and the Son [Hebrews 4:14-16; Romans 8:43] interceding for us. We are blessed.), and last but certainly least, all inclusive the Spirit is grieved by our sinfulness (Ephesians 4:30).


 The Work of the Holy Spirit 

12. During the last time we met, I said that “the Spirit is where the rubber meets the road in a Christian’s life.”  He is where the divinity and humanity come in contact with one another.   He is the point of continuing spiritual warfare and continuing spiritual transformation in our lives.  

13. Gordon Fee says “the Spirit is the essential player in the believers experiencing and living out the salvation that God has brought about in Christ; the Spirit both forms the church into God’s new (eschatological) people and conforms them into Christ’s image through his fruit in their lives; and the Spirit gifts them in worship to edify and encourage one another in their ongoing life in the world.”

14. To unpack this description of the work of the Holy Spirit, let’s to Erickson page 880. 


15. The work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament (page 881).


16. The work of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ life (page 885).


17. The work of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life (page 888).

