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1. For the last couple of Sunday’s, I’ve been emphasizing what’s been called “relationship spirituality.” It is based on the four basic relationships that you find in the Bible:  God, other people, ourselves, and creation.  It is simply the understanding that we grow in Christ by focusing our time and energy on these four relationships.
 
2. Today, I would like to talk about something that is basic to all relationships—forgiveness.


3. All true and lasting relationships are based upon forgiveness.  Only short and very shallow, superficial relationships don’t need forgiveness.  In fact, the more permanent, deeper, longer, and hopefully lasting relationships have to be built upon forgiveness.  You cannot have friends and even family without learning to one degree or the other to practice forgiveness.  When forgiveness in our relationships breaks down, everything falls apart.

4. As Christians, our belief is that the number one relationship we need help with, and therefore need to experience forgiveness, is with God!  We believe that we need God’s forgiveness!  Most people who are not Christian and who don’t want to become Christian believe that they have done nothing wrong that needs forgiveness.  Their attitude is either that they are not a bad person therefore not in need of forgiveness, or if there is a God, he simply doesn’t care what we do.  Either way there is no need of being forgiven by any deity.

5. But the understanding that Christians have is that people do desperately need forgiveness from God.  It is basic to everything we try to do here. Everyone needs forgiveness no matter who you are: no matter how good and upstanding citizen of St. Paul-Castlewood, Va. you are; and no matter how a law abiding citizen that you think of yourself as being in our great state.  No matter how pure you believe your actions, motives, and thoughts are, you need forgiveness.  And no matter how much better you think you are to other people in our town, you need forgiveness.  We all need forgiveness.

6. The dynamics of forgiveness revolve around three things:  
          one is admitting that you do things wrong; 
          two, being sorry for what you have done wrong, and 
          three, confessing what you have done wrong.  Let’s look at this for just a moment.
7. How many of you are willing to admit that you have done things wrong (or sinned) in your life? Raise your hands!!

8. How many of you are willing to admit that you still sin in your life? If you don’t believe you still sin then you are calling Jesus a liar! Why? Because 1 John 1:8-10 says that “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.”  This was written to Christians.
 
9. Is anyone willing to admit that they have sinned today or at least as recently as yesterday?  How many of you would be willing to admit that you sin at least every day, so that at least at the end of the day you need to say: “Lord, forgive me for I have sinned.”

10. Bear with me, there is a point to all of this.  How many of you would be willing to admit to a specific sin problem?  Pride, envy, gluttony, lust, lying, gossiping, dishonesty, thievery, adultery, idolatry, addiction, alcoholism, drug abuse, hatred, murder, just to name a few.

11. For the most part, we can admit we are sinners.  Saved sinners, but nevertheless sinners.  But the more public it gets, the more specific it gets, and the more shameful it is, the more reluctant we get to admitting we are wrong—to one another, and even to ourselves.

12. But confessing our sins to God, is more than just admitting we are sinners (even though that would be a good start for many people), but it is naming them one by one.

13. Why do we need to name them one by one?  Let me share with you what I believe about forgiveness and confession of sins.  You may not agree with me, or even understand what I am saying, but I believe that at the moment I became a Christian and asked God to forgive me for my sins, He accepted me as a child of God and forgave me for my sins past, present, and future.  I live, so to speak, in a sphere of forgiveness in which God has forgiven me for every sin I have committed, that I am committing, and that I will ever commit.
  

14. Preacher, are you saying that if you went out and murdered someone this afternoon, that you are already forgiven for that? 

Yes!!! I believe that!!!  Without even having to ask for it? Yes.
 

15. Well, as far as being a Christian is concerned, what keeps you from committing some crime if you know that you are forgiven?  Well, what restrains anyone who believes that all sins can be forgiven by simply asking for forgiveness? The same thing, the love and grace of God keeps anyone from abusing the forgiveness of God in any shape, fashion, or form.
 
16. But preacher, you just read 1 John 1:9 and it says:  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  How do you believe that and believe what you say? 

17. Let’s put it this way! Let’s imagine that your son, daughter, grandson, or granddaughter did something to harm you in some way.  I am not talking about something that is small, but something very grievous to you.  Anyway, they come to you and ask you for forgiveness.  You can tell they are serious and very genuinely sorry for what they did.   But you say: “Son I don’t believe you, show me that you are really sorry!  Beg at my feet, do a thousand “Hail Mary’s” (for the Baptist-Catholics), mow the yard, take out the trash, do anything to show me you are genuine about what you are saying.”  No you wouldn’t say that, you would say: “Son, I’ve already forgiven you, I am just glad your back.”  

18. Does that sound familiar to you?  Do you remember what the loving father did when he saw the prodigal son coming home?  According to Luke it says: “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.”

19. You see, I think that God (metaphorically) stands at Heaven’s door, with forgiveness and love in His heart, and that when he sees us coming, he runs and throws His arms around us.
  

20. The forgiveness is already there.  He does not have to forgive us any more or less than he already has.   The forgiveness has been made possible by Jesus Christ’s death upon the cross, because we have become sons and daughters of God.  But until we come back home, until we ask Him for forgiveness, we are not going to experience His loving arms around us.
  

21. Once a Christian, confession and therefore repentance enables us to experience the forgiveness of God that is already been made available to us by Jesus.  It does not insure our forgiveness, Jesus Christ has already done that.
   
22. Your experience of forgiveness, and therefore the quality of your relationship with God, depends on three things:  
          one, willingness to admit in your wrongness in all the gory detail, 
          two, it depends upon your willingness to be sorry for those wrongs, and 
          three, your willingness to confess your regret before God.
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