Spiritual Formation Handout # 4 Worship

Worship is not just something we work up or just go to on Sunday morning for.  It is something to ignite and attach us to the greatest of all desires— the desire to be caught up in the presence of God and to let Him have His way in our lives.  We have been created to spiritually “dance in the arms of our Savior and Creator.” 

Worship is a realization of the “worthiness” of our God, and our celebration of that fact.  

Worship is allowing God to make a loving connection between us and Him (The Holy Trinity).  We can experience that connection with God also by the fellowship, service, and love you have for others. (As you do unto these you do unto Christ—Matthew 25: 31-46.) (See last couple of Sunday’s sermon on the internet if you’ve missed our time together.  
www. firstbaptistofstpaul.com) 
To connect and worship God, you must make time and space for Him.  

In doing so, we find that worship depends on the grace of God and our willingness to cooperate with God.   Grace is strong, but not always irresistible. The following is a bend of God’s grace and our way of cooperating with that grace.

1. We worship God because he made us this way!  (A strong force in our lives but not irresistible.  We must choose to cooperate.)
2. Worshiping God is not possible without God making it possible. (All the grace of God. We can never worship God without Him making it possible.)
3. Worshiping God also depends on how badly we want to connect with God.  (This is both the grace of God and also a strong desire on our part.  Yet again, God gives us the grace to desire to want Him.  But He will not override our freedom of will, with His grace, to reject Him.)
Acrostic for worship:  

WORSHIP GOD. 

OPEN MYSELF TO GOD. 

R_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _ _.   (nine words)

S_ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _.  (five words)

H_ _ _   _ _ _    _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _. (five words)

I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _’ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _. (six words)

P_ _ _   _ _   _ _ _. (three words)

