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1. The whole idea, and practice of worshiping God is made possible by God.  It is a matter of grace; God’s unmerited favor, which allows us to come to Him.

2. However, in my way of seeing things, God’s grace works through all things—three things in particular for worship.
3. One, we worship God because He made us that way.  It is like the words of St. Augustine echoed down though the centuries, “Our hearts are restless until we find our rest in God.”  Worshiping God brings peace to hearts because that was what we are created to do.  We are made to praise God.  If we ignore that then we are ignoring our true self and everything about us gets messed up.  Life starts in worshiping our God.

4. Two, worshiping God is not possible without God. The Holy Spirit is the means that we can worship God.  Let’s say it this way, “without the Holy Spirit you might know that something is wrong but you’d never be able to understand what exactly is wrong and how to go about fixing it.”  Or, let’s illustrate it this way, “you’re lost in the woods on a cloudy evening, you know you are in trouble because everything is pitch dark and there is no way to get your bearings so that you find your way.”  That is how it would be without the Holy Spirit calling out to us about God—lost in darkness and no way to find our way home.  

5. The Holy Spirit, however, is like it dawning on you that you have a compass in your backpack.  You didn’t know you had a backpack, did you?  So, you pull out the compass and you think “I am alright, I’ll find my way home with this.”  So you follow the compass and you find your home in God, right?  Well, which home? Which god?  Which spirituality?  The true one you say, but even with the Holy Spirit guiding you, how you are going in the right way?  What else do you need to go along with a compass to get home?  A GPS?   A Garmin? ( A map!!!   Yes, but what’s the map?

6.   The Bible is your map, the church through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit teaches you how to read and interrupt the map, and gives you encouragement as you travel home. 

7. What if you don’t want to be found? Have you ever known someone who is lost but doesn’t want to be found? Maybe, but by definition usually if you’re lost, you want to be found.  

8. If you don’t realize that you’re lost, or won’t admit that you are lost, or you are just are too stubborn to ask for directions (which is a man thing, in more ways than one), then how do you get home?  You don’t, until you finally admit that you don’t know your way, and start seeking to find out the true way.  You have to want and desire to get home, before you find your way to God.  Worship starts with wanting to go home and worship God.

9. There is another aspect to this whole scenario that influences your worshiping God.  It influences also your relationship with God and your Christian growth, namely, how bad do you want all these things? How bad do you want spiritual things? I really believe that finding our way in life, especially things that require change in some of the major issues of our lives depends on how bad we want it.  Career changes! Marital problems! Sin problems! Addiction problems! 

10. When Jesus said that we were supposed to love God, how much did He say we were supposed to love God?  He said, “You shall love your Lord God, with all of your heart, soul, and mind.”  

11. Worshiping God is a matter of God’s grace, but sometimes that grace depends on two things: how much we really want to encounter God and what we are willing to do to make time and space for it?  

12. Do you want to know God in a closer, more glorious, life changing way?  If so then what are you doing about it? Let’s look at our acrostic in our handout.  Last week we ended our time together by spending a lot of time talking about opening one’s self up to God.

13. Today let’s look at the letter “R.”  Relinquish my false self and idols of my heart.   God means to have fellowship with His creation.  Our concept of God is that He wants to have a deep loving relationship between Him and what He has created.  But He is a Holy God and will not have a close fellowship with someone who is comfortable with a false sense of identity, a false purpose, and selfishness that sin creates in our lives. 

14. Our Bible tells us, again and again, that God is love, but it also tells us that God is Holy.  These two characteristics are the mainstay of the Christian understanding of God.

15. Anyway, the dilemma that God faces is how can He have a relationship with us that is based on true fellowship without compromising who He is?  He cannot unless we change.  So, He has made a way for us to be changed.  

16. Jesus led the way for us to change, and God gave us the means and the power to change.  The love and sacrifice that Jesus made blazed a path to the Holy Heart of God that allows us to fellowship with God and be changed in the process.   As we move closer to God we begin to lay down our false, sinful, self, and become more and more of what God wants us to become.  

17. The next letter is “S.”  Share my life with others.  Have you ever felt that in helping others you can forget about your own problems?  That is a gift that comes from sharing ourselves with others and, in the process, worshiping God (Matthew 25: 34-40).

18. The next letter is “H.”  Hear the word of God.  Reading your Bible, studying the Bible, hearing preaching, taking Bible classes, memorization, and meditation on God’s word are ways to hear the word of God.  It is “getting to know God by getting to know His Bible,” and again in the process opening you heart up to God.

19. The next letter is “I.”  Incarnate Christ’s love for the world.  This is getting to know God by getting to know things that Christ cares about.  It is the passion of Christ for the suffering and the lost.  It is the love of the Master Shepherd who leaves the 99 sheep to find that one lost sheep.   Not real smart as far as numbers are concerned, but that is the pathway of love and compassion as it concerns itself about suffering and the lost.

20. The final letter is “P.”  Pray to God.   I cannot stress this enough:  “You can never be as close to God as you need to be until you learn to saturate your heart and soul in prayer.”  I believe the reason that America’s churches are in such a bad way is that we’ve lost the true passion and practice of prayer.

21. Let me put it this way:  How many of us would come to an hour long service that had nothing to it but prayer?  Why?  Someone might say: Prayer time is boring.  I cannot sit still for that long.  Prayer is a waste of time.  I am an active person, not a praying, passive person. 
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