Week Of:  February 1, 2009

Title:  Intentional Evangelism
Series: Study of Spiritual Formation – Part 21  
Scripture:  1 Peter 2:9-12
1. What is evangelism?  One definition says: Evangelism “present(s) Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit to sinful people, in order that they may come to put their trust in God through Jesus, to Him as Savior and Lord, to serve Him as their King in the fellowship of His church” (Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life by Donald S. Whitney, page 100).

2. Or simply put, we might say evangelism is just plain and simple communicating the gospel to people who are lost.  And what is the Gospel?  “Jesus Christ lived, died, and arose again to save us from our sins so that we could serve and worship Him.”

3. We have preachers called “Evangelists.” Are they the only ones who are supposed to do evangelism?  No, listen to the following scriptures.

4. Jesus said them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” (Mark 16: 15)

5. And Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me.  I am sending you…’” (John 20:21)

6. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Act 1:8)

7. And then in our scripture today, Peter writes in verse 9: “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belong to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light…”  He goes on to say in verse 12:  “live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.”   

8. 1 Peter gives us the two parts of successful evangelism.  One is declaring verbally the praise of Jesus, and the other is living the good Christian life before lost people.  

9. Do you find it easy to declare the praises of Jesus around people who are lost?  Why?  Don’t know enough Bible?  Don’t live a good Christian life?  Afraid of what people will think?  All of these might concern us at times.

10. As a Christian, do you ever feel out of place in the world? Do you ever feel like a stranger with strange opinions and values compared to the values of our world?  Peter believes you should feel out of place.  Look at verse 11, he tells them: “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world…” 

11. Really, at our best, we are supposed to be out of place…different and somewhat weird.  We are strangers in this world we live in, not quite at home because our home is supposed to be in heaven.  And witnessing or telling others what Jesus may mean to us might even make us feel even more weird or different. Yet, no matter how out of place you and I might feel, 1 Peter 3: 15 says: “…always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” 

12. But according to the Christian researcher George Barna most Christian people don’t witness… because they are afraid of failure.  Like there is too much at stake to try to witness to someone because you might fail in presenting the Gospel or you might tell them wrong.  

13. Well tell me something, was Jesus an “evangelistic failure?” Remember, when He was rejected by the rich young ruler? Jesus laid it out to him what he needed to do to follow Him and the young man rejected His invitation.  Jesus wasn’t a failure, the rich young man failed.  Jesus taught and presented the Gospel repeatedly, and nearly in every instance there were people who rejected Him, mocked Him, and made fun of Him, yet He wasn’t a failure, they were.

14. The only failure in a situation where a Christian shares the Gospel with a lost person lies with the person who walks away from Jesus.  Really and truly, all shared evangelism is successful evangelism.  The only way you and I can fail in our witnessing is not to witness at all.

15. But look at the second part of 1 Peter’s statement.  It says: “live such good lives among the pagans that…they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.”

16. A lot of folk’s ideas of evangelism and witnessing are just to live a good Christian life, and keep your mouth shut unless someone asks you about Jesus.
  
17. The thing is that not too many people will just come out and say to you “I want to become a Christian” without you prodding them some.   There needs to be some verbal encouragement on our part no matter how good a life we lead.

18. For sure if we live like the devil, no one is going to trust us enough to listen to what we have to say, but no matter how good a life we lead, we are going to have to say someday, “I am Christian how, about you?”

19. Let me tell you the story I heard about a man who became a Christian during an evangelistic emphasis in his town one day.  He got saved and when he told his boss about his conversion his employer responded with, “That’s great! I am a Christian and have been praying for you for years!”  
 The boss was expecting the man to be pleased that he was so excited about his conversion, but he wasn’t.  In fact the new believer was crestfallen.  “Why didn’t you ever tell me that you were a Christian?” He asked. “You were the very reason I have not been interested in the gospel all these years.”    


“How can that be?” the boss wondered. “I have done my very best to live the Christian life around you.”  Well, that’s the point.” explained the employee. “You lived such a model life without telling me that it was Christ who made you different that I convinced myself that if you could live such a good and happy life without a being Christian, then I could too.”

20. Someone once said this:  “Often it is the message of the Cross lived and demonstrated that God uses to open a heart to the Gospel, but it is the message of the Cross proclaimed through word as well as deeds which the power of God uses to save those who believe its content” (page 111).  In other words, no matter how well we live the Gospel, sooner or later we must communicate the content of the Gospel before a person can become a Christian. 

21. We have to be intentional with our Christian lives and with the message of the Gospel before God can bless our witness.  

22. I heard something that might be helpful for some of you who are struggling on being intentional in what you say to others about Christ.  Whether it is with someone you’re around a lot or someone you just met for the first time, you might ask them if you can pray for them, and if so what might you pray for them about.  As Christians, you and I are used to someone praying for us, but sometimes lost people don’t know of anyone who is praying for them and often are deeply moved by this unusual concern.  They might tell you they don’t want you praying for them, but for the most part I’d be surprised if there wasn’t a prayer matter that they would open up to you about.   

23. Successful evangelism is just simply sharing what you know about Jesus… and leaving the outcome of your words to the Holy Spirit.
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