Week Of:  February 8, 2009

Title:  Learning: For Godliness Sake
Series: Study of Spiritual Formation – Part 22  
Scripture:  Romans 12:1-2; Mark 12:29-30

1. A deacon in a church was quoted as saying: “I never liked school, and I don’t want to learn anything when I come to church.”

2. In my first pastorate, I served in Wildwood Baptist Church.  I had a Sunday school teacher who gave his class a test over the things that he had tried to teach them for the past month.  You never heard the like of griping from that class because he wanted to test them on what they should have learned.
 

3. How many of you would like me to test you over the last couple of sermons that I’ve given you?

4. Don’t worry I am not that foolish nor that brave!!!  But don’t you want to learn? Don’t you want to learn about the spiritual life?  Don’t you like to learn about the Bible, and about what God wants you to know?

5. I loved seminary (and for those who might not know a seminary is a divinity school that teaches men and women how to be ministers).  Sharon and I went to seminary just three weeks after we got married.  She got a job teaching school making just over 6,000 a year and I was a full time student with a part time job.
  
6. I loved being at seminary because I wanted to learn!!!!  I love being in an atmosphere where so many smart and gifted people taught, studied, and learned about the Bible and the privilege of Christian ministry.

7. And I guess I’ve never stopped wanting to learn, and cannot imagine how anyone does not want to learn.  I’ve had people say or act like they aren’t smart enough to learn, but that is not true. Anyone can learn if they want to learn and stay with it long enough—anyone!!!

8. The truly dumb people are just the folks that plain don’t want to learn.  I guess they are just too stupid to realize what they don’t know.
 

9. But what about the Christian faith?  Do you feel like you’ve learned everything that you want to know or need to know about Jesus, God, the Bible and the Christian life? You know sometimes ministers are really dumb, because they act like they got the Bible, God, and Jesus Christ all figured out.  Like there is nothing more that they can learn.
    
10. Did Jesus have to learn? Did Jesus ever stop learning? If you remember in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus, as a young boy, got left in Wal-Mart? Well actually not in Wal-Mart but in the…Temple.  His mother and father, realizing that Jesus wasn’t with them, went back to Jerusalem and found Him sitting in the Temple “among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.” Luke says that “Everyone who heard him was amazed at His understanding and His answers.”  And then Luke adds this in chapter 2: 52: “…Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”
11. So yes, I do believe Jesus did learn…he did grow in wisdom as well as stature.  And he kept growing in wisdom until He died.

12. Proverbs 10: 14 says: “Wise men store up knowledge…” and as Jesus lived His life he grew in wisdom and knowledge, about Himself, God, and God’s plan for His life.

13. If Jesus had to learn about Himself, about God, and God’s kingdom and plan, how much more do we have to want to learn?
 

14. Sometimes as Christians we are told, that in knowing and loving God we put our hearts in gear, and put our minds in reverse or neutral at best.  In other words, you got to ignore your mind and follow your heart, but in our Mark scripture today, Jesus says: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” (12:30)

15. Someone once said: “that a Biblically balanced Christian has both a full head, and a full heart, they radiate spiritual light, as well as spiritual heat.”

16. I’ll say it this way, “While I know that there are things that my mind can never figure out about God, the Bible, and what life has to offer (even if I lived a thousand years), I nevertheless cannot stop trying to learn because what my mind cannot grasp my heart has a hard-time accepting.”

17. Therefore, my mind and my heart work in tandem in loving and worshiping God. Let’s put it this way: 

If your idea of God, if your idea of salvation offered in Christ, is vague or remote, your idea of worship will be fuzzy and ill-formed.  The closer you get to the truth, the clearer becomes the beauty (of God), and the more you will find worship welling up in you. That’s why theology and worship belong together.  The one isn’t just a head trip; and the other isn’t just emotion (For All God’s Worth, N.T. Wright, page 10).
Think about this, “unless we love God with a growing mind we will be Christian versions of what Jesus said about the Samaritans, when he said, “You Samaritans worship what you do not know.” (John 4: 22)  

There are a lot of Christians who are worshiping a false Jesus, a false God, because they haven’t taken the time or had the desire to learn who they are really worshiping. 

18. Now is learning by accident or by design?  Both!  Sometimes we just come across something by accident that just knocks our socks off.  Do you know what “serendipity” is?  It is when you discover something good or beautiful by pure accident.  As Christians, we would say that “Serendipity is when the Holy Spirit shows us or does something for us that is exciting and beautiful, when we least expect it.”

19. Why would you think that God does something or shows you something when you are least expecting it? To get you to depend on Him?  Grace? God is good? Ok, but how about to wet your appetite for more wonderful and glorious spiritual things.

20. To make you hungrier to learn.  To make you want more and more of His love and presence.  To encourage you along not with the stick, but to entice with the carrot.  So that you can learn and grow, not only with your heart but also your mind, and all of your strength. 

21. Now there is a sense that everyone craves to learn and everyone wants to be more like Jesus.  But only those who diligently discipline themselves to learn will come close to satisfying those desires.   Proverbs 13:4 “The sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the desires of the diligent are fully satisfied.”

22. Discipline is a difficult word for most of us to understand, but it means “training for a goal, even when you are not wanting to work.  It means making yourself do what is necessary to achieve your goal in life.

23. Remember that above all, learning has a goal.  What is that goal?  To be like Jesus.  
