Week Of:  February 15, 2009

Title:  The Ministry of Service
Series: Study of Spiritual Formation – Part 23  
Scripture:  Hebrews 9:11-14

1. Each one of us according to the Bible has been given a ministry in life.  The ministry that you and I have been given is to serve the Living God!!!

2. All human beings are made to serve God!!!  We are made to worship and serve God.  Our calling and our purpose is to be useful tools in the service of God.   

3. Look at verse 14 of our scripture this morning:  “How much more, then,  will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from the acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!!!” 

4. The writer of Hebrews is comparing the sacrifices of the temple made by the High Priest for the sins of Israel once a year with the once and for all blood sacrifice of Jesus on the cross for our forgiveness of sins, and says: “If you think that the old way and sacrifices that were offered fulfilled the purpose of forgiveness of sin, you cannot compare that at all with what Jesus did.”  

5.  His once and for all sacrifice has cleansed our hearts from the guilt of sin and set us apart so that we can “serve the living God.”

6. The setting apart “for service to the living God” according to the Bible has been done from the very beginning.   Turn in your Bibles to Ephesians 2: 10 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” We are tools that have been created by God to accomplish what God wants us to accomplish.  I’ve got some useful tools with me today.  

7. Job has an interesting verse that says: “Your hands shaped me and made me.” (Job 10:8) In other words, from the very beginning in the mind of God, God had a plan in which you and I have been given to fulfill and in which our eventual salvation has allow us to be formed and shaped in service to Him.  We are tools created to do good works of service for God.   As Rick Warren wrote in his book, The Purpose Driven Life, “You are a custom-designed, one-of-a-kind, original masterpiece” created by God—to serve God.

8. Now my tool analogy only goes so far because for one, we are more than just tools, we are God’s beloved.  He doesn’t die on the cross for a mere tool of his design.  And also, many of the tools we have we only use once and then put them down.  

9. My dad loved to work with wood, in fact dad was a jack of all trades.  He could do almost anything with his hands.  If there was something he couldn’t do, he’d figure out how to eventually do it.  He was a smart man that rightly believed you couldn’t do anything without the proper tools, and he hated and refused to borrow anyone’s tools.  So to my mother’s sorrow and distress, dad didn’t borrow but he bought new tools that he had to have. 

10. Dad would buy a new tool, use it once, then sometimes never use it again.

11. Our heavenly Father doesn’t do us that way.  He just doesn’t make us to do one job and then let us sit….As tools in service of the living God we are supposed to be in constant service to Him. 

12. And this is where it gets difficult for us…to think of ourselves as remaining in constant service to our God.  I am so blessed because God has called me to be a Pastor… I can actually make a living by serving God.  But you are not employed by the church or by a religious organization and so you have to come up with creative ways of serving God. 

13. Let me remind you of some things.  Start thinking of yourself as a servant and minister of God…  If I thought it would do any good, if I thought it would change how you see yourselves, I would ordain every one of you… every one of you would be Reverent.  If I thought it would make you see yourself as a real minister, then I’d see to it that you were ordained. 

14. Two, keep in mind that by worshiping the living God, you are serving Him.  Worship at its best is service to God on its knees before God.  We are created to serve and worship our God and Savior.  They go hand in hand. 

15. In fact, no one can “worship God in the Spirit” for very long without having a strong desire to continue their lives in Holy service to God.  Now there is a difference between just showing up for church and “worshiping God in the Spirit.”  One is to be present in mostly body only; the other is fully in engaged in fellowship with God through the Holy Spirit.

16. Now please don’t misunderstand me, not everyone can and should quit their jobs just to be full time ministers.  It just isn’t meant to be!!!  Besides, God needs you in the schools, the jobs, vocations you are in to be of service to Him.   The question is, do you realize that when you are working, doing your job, or working at home, do you ever think that maybe you are doing your job for God?

17.  This is where the respect and the love and the devotion come in – “that we do it to God, to Christ, and that’s why we try to do it as beautifully as possible.”  Mother Teresa.

18. The bottom line is that service to God is not going to happen until you begin to see yourself as a minister in service to the King no matter where you are… Worship is a full time job, so is service….
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