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Title:   Holy Place: Where Heaven and Earth Meet

Series: Ministry of Worship – Part 2  

Scripture:  Exodus 25:17 - 22

1. I’d like to call us into a special called “business” meeting.  The business I would like to discuss is the relocation of our church to the four-lane in Castlewood.

2. What if I told you there was an anonymous donor who was prepared to donate 2 million dollars and the land for us to locate behind Ma’s and Pa’s?

3. Unfortunately, we have to vote to accept it today?

4. Do I hear a motion that we do so?  A second! 

5. Everyone take a deep breath.  What is wrong with this picture?

6. One, it is an illegal called “business meeting” because our church by-laws state that we have to give a week’s notice to any special called business meeting.

7. Two, there is no one who is willing to give us land, let alone two million dollars.  I said “what if I told you…”

8. Three, we are not using all the available space we’ve got in our old church let alone building new space or more space in a new church.

9. Four, why should we move?  We love our church pretty much as it is….it could use some improvements…but it is a beautiful sanctuary in which we’ve had some wonderful worship experiences down through the years.  Do this sometime, come to this sanctuary by yourself and just sit in  silence for a while soaking up the warmth and the spirit of this place.  The Spirit of God has been, and is, in this place, and to me it is special. 

10. Over the next few months, I am planning a series of sermons on worshiping God.  It is my opinion that, like so many things we do in the church, we don’t know as much about worship as we should.  

11. And even though worship is a natural God given ability that most people know at least something about, worship is also something we need to study and practice often in order to get the most we possibly can out of it. 

12. First of all let me say this, the great concern of people in the ancient world was where the presence of their god could be found.  Certain localities came to be identified as the dwelling-places of gods, and their altars were erected and patterns of worship were established.  The God of the Patriarchs of Israel was not so different.

13. Turn in your Bibles to Genesis 28: 10-18 and follow as I read. Notice Jacob has a dream, a special dream, in which angels are ascending and descending from heaven with God standing above and looking down.  In the dream God speaks to him and tells him that “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”

14. Jacob wakes up from his dream, and declares: “Wow, surely God is in this place,… How awesome is this place!  This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”

15. He calls this place Bethel, meaning the house of God, and sets up an altar on the very place with the very stone he laid his head upon.

16. In the Bible, a Holy place is where you meet God.  It is where heaven and earth touch and make contact that creates a Holy place.  It is a meeting place of God and man!  

17. Our sanctuary is a Holy place because in it to one degree or the other or various days or times we have met God.

18. But in the case of Israel, what’s a group of people to do when they have to move? When they have to travel to a promise land, for example? You take the meeting place of God with you! Look at your handout of The Tabernacle.  The Tabernacle is nothing but a moveable temple; a moveable place where heaven and earth meet.  Look at Exodus 25: 8 & 9: “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.  Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.”

19. In Exodus chapters 25-40, God gives instructions for this tabernacle and everything in it.  In our scripture, God gives specific instructions—notice verse 10 and following… begin with number 12, The Most Holy Place; Ark of Covenant; Mercy Seat; then Cloud and Pillar of Fire, Exodus 40:34-38; read also Exodus 25:22. 

20. Such a place was as the NIV says, “God and Moses’ meeting place.”  But what does all of this have to do with us? 

21. First of all, just like ancient times, anywhere we can have an encounter with God is a special place.  Whenever God’s presence is real in your life that is a holy moment in a Holy Place.

22. However, that’s not the only thing I want you to see.  Turn in your Bibles to John 1:14.  When you talk about worship in the Old Testament, you’re talking about meeting God in the Temple, Tabernacle, or in some place of God’s choosing.  However, in the New Testament, it is a totally different situation for our worship is not tied to a place, but to a person. 

23. Look at verse 14:  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

24. The phrase “made his dwelling among us” literally means “He tabernacled among us”.   Jesus was the walking, talking, loving presence of God moving among us.  In Jesus who was fully human and fully divine there was a Holy of holies, in a holy person.  It was someone in which heaven and earth came together.
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