Week Of:  March 29, 2009

Title:   Sitting at the Right Hand of the Father

Series: Ministry of Worship – Part 3  

Scripture:  Acts 2:25 - 36

1. The Jews worshiped God in the Temple at Jerusalem during Jesus’ day and time.  The Jews believed that in the Temple at the Holy of Holies, above the Mercy Seat, God dwelled.  It was, as we said last week, the place where heaven and earth met. 
  

2. Even Jesus went to the Temple to worship…. Mark 11:11 says, “Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple.”  Matthew 26:55 states: “…Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching…”  Luke 21:37-38 states as well: “Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each evening he went out to spend the night on the hill called the Mount of Olives, and all the people came early in the morning to hear him at the temple.” 

3. Yet after Jesus was crucified and resurrected, John would write in his Gospel (1:14), that “the Word became flesh and (literally) dwelt (or tabernacled) among us.”  We said last week that Jesus was literally a walking tabernacle, a walking mercy seat of God.  Actually he was more, but that’s a good place to begin with to conceptualize who Jesus was.

4. It is very natural for Jesus, who was a walking talking Holy of Holies (God actually living among us), to be attracted to the Temple of God where God the Father was thought to dwell.

5.  So as often as he could He was at the temple.  However, does anyone know what happen in 70 A.D.?  The Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans and never built back.

6.  As to the other Holy of Holies, turn to John 2:19-22 and read with me: “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.’  The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days.’  After he was raised from the dead his disciples recalled what He had said.  Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.”

7. One Temple of stone in Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D. never to be rebuilt again, and the flesh and blood temple called Jesus Christ was killed only to be raised three days later as Jesus Himself predicted. 

8. One way of worshiping was coming to an end.  Another way of worshiping was just beginning.  It began with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and really no one but Jesus understood what was going on.  As you know, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the single most important event in the existence of Jesus and in our own existence as well.

9. But there is another important event in the existence of our Lord and Savior; does anyone know what that is?  The Ascension! Look at Acts 1:6-9, “So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel? He said to them:  ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.”  

10. This is what we call the Ascension.  Jesus literally lifted up out of the sight of the Disciples to Heaven.  What was to happen once He got to Heaven?

11. Peter’s scripture this morning gives us Peter’s, and the early church’s, take on that in Acts.  Let’s back up a few verses to verse 22 and read.  “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God among you through Him, as you yourselves know….” (read on).

12. This is where early Christian worship started!!!! Worshiping the Risen Savior…as He sits at the right hand of the Father.  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each doing what should be done.

13.  Notice that it is Jesus who is sending the Holy Spirit.  What was the job of the Father to send the Holy Spirit on the Old Testament prophets, is now what Jesus is doing sitting on the right hand of the Father.  He is sending the Holy Spirit to his people, which explains the speaking of unknown tongues of prophecy. 

14. Well, where is the new holy place of God now?  If the temple has been destroyed and Jesus is now sitting at the right hand of the Father where is the new Holy of Holies? 

15. It is where God’s people are!!!! Look at Matthew 18:19-20 “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in Heaven.  For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”

16. Where two or more come together to exalt the name of Christ, to give glory to Jesus who sits at the right hand of the Father, there Christ will be.  And where Christ will be, there will be His Spirit and our Holy of Holies—in which worship the living God. 

17. The Holy of Holies so to speak for the New Testament church is where the church has gathered, and where the Spirit of God is abiding.  “Come, Holy Spirit, come” should always be our cry to worship.

18. Now don’t get me wrong.  The Holy Spirit abides in every Christian’s heart no matter when and where they are, but we also want the presence of God to be here as only it can when we believe and claim Jesus’ words, that “where two or three are gathered so will he be there.”  

19. So as the worshiping people of God, we look to the risen exalted Jesus Christ sitting at the right hand of the Father, and pray “Come, Holy Spirit.”  That is where our worship begins. 
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