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Scripture:  Psalms 40:1-8

1. One Sunday morning, little Alex stared at the large plaque that hung in the foyer of the church.  The seven year old had been staring at the plaque for some time, so Pastor Moore walked up, stood beside the boy, and said quietly, “Good morning, Alex.

2. “Good morning,” said the boy, still absorbed in the plaque, “Pastor Moore, what is this?”

3. Well, son, all these people have died in the service.” the Pastor said.

4. Quietly they both stood together, staring at the large plaque. 

5. Then little Alex asked very seriously, “Which one, the 11:00 or the 6:30 service?”

6. In more ways than one a lot people die in the service, don’t they?(   Over the next several weeks, I want to continue talking to you about worship so that people only die in the right spiritual way in our services.   

7. I think it is very important that Pastors educate and then, if necessary, re-educate churches in what it means to worship God.  There is just too much confusion and wrong information about worshiping God.  A lot of folks believe that any kind of worship is really worshiping God, but that is not so.   

8. So today I’d like to talk to you about what it means to just go through the motions of worship compared to a heartfelt worship.

9. By that, I mean there are two expressions of worship—one, an outward expression of service and deed, the other is an inward expression of worship.   Both are necessary, one is primary.

10. If you took today’s scripture on its own, you might imagine that God didn’t and does not want any outward expression of worship.  Verse 6 says: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire…offerings and sin offerings you did not require.”

11. But yet that’s not entirely true…because a great deal of the Old Testament (Exodus 19-40; Book of Leviticus) does give a lot of attention to what God does require in those areas.  The outward expressions of worship are the burnt and blood sacrifices, gain offerings, the songs, the reading of scripture, the prayers, the tabernacle, the Temple and, in general, the external motions that God’s people go through to worship.  These external motions of cultivating worship are called the cult or the outward ways that people have worshiped and still in some ways worship today. 

12. We could literally spend hours and hours together talking about all the things that God wanted His people to go through to be culticly or outwardly and religiously correct.  Read your Old Testament and see just how particular God really is.  We serve a very particular God that wanted His people to worship in a very particular way or manner. 

13. For example, turn to Exodus 24.  Twice during the first 8 verses of this chapter the children of Israel say in one accord “Everything the Lord has said we will do.”  

With the last “everything the Lord has said we will do” followed by “we will obey.”  Their lives and the presence of God depended on them dotting every “i” and crossing every “t” culticly. 

14. However, even if they “dotted” every “i” and crossed every “t” and weren’t inwardly pleasing to Him and they didn’t try to obey His moral law, then things could be difficult to say the least.  Turn to Leviticus 26:14-16:  “But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commandments and if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my commands and so violate my covenants, then I will do this to you:  I will bring upon you sudden terror, wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and drain away your life.”
15. Sounds terrible, doesn’t it?  Well, what about their “dotting every i and crossing every t  in worship”? Look at verse 31: “I will turn your cities into ruins and lay waste your sanctuaries, and I will take no delight in the pleasing aroma of your offerings.”

16.  In other words, it is saying “your sacrifices and burnt offerings will be a stench in my nostrils.”

17. So, if our hearts are not right then our attempts at going through the motions in worship are not going to get us anywhere with God.   You might say that if our hearts are not right, we are just stinking up the place as far as God is concerned. 

18. Is this just an Old Testament concern… no, not really.  Look in Matthew 5:23-24: “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar.  First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.”

19. True worship is based upon having a right relationship with God and one another.  In other words, have you tried to reconcile with your friend or neighbor that has something against you? 

20. Preacher, are you saying that if I’ve got something against someone here or if I know of someone who doesn’t like me for a particular reason that I just shouldn’t come to church.  No, first of all that would leave very few of us here today?  Down through the years you don’t know how many people have said that they cannot come to church because of so and so.  Or I am going elsewhere because of so and so.  Or I am coming here because of so and so.

21. Well, church where ever you are at is about trying to learn to get along with other people.  It is about letting bygones be bygones.  It is about practicing forgiveness.  It is about forgiving and being forgiven, and if you stay in a group of people long enough then you’ll get ample opportunities to do both.   

22. For the most part, if you just get around people that like you and agree with everything you say and do then you are not going to grow as a person.  Church and really worshiping is about growing inwardly as a person.

23. To the people who have problems with their brothers or sisters I tell them, as I tell myself, try to work things out—maybe in time with God’s help and an honest effort things can be different.  And you know “many times things do get better, time and the Holy Spirit does usually help reconcile people together.” If both sides can stop striking out!

24. The bottom line is that in order to worship God and get the most we possibly can out of worship, we have to go through the outward motions, we attend church, sit in our little pews, we bow our heads, close our eyes, we sing, we act respectful in God’s house, but if we are going to get the most out of worship we can then inwardly we are going to have to do what Jesus says. 

25. We are going to have to love God with all our hearts, soul, and mind.  And love our neighbor as our self….assuming we really do love and care for ourselves.  rrrrrr
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