Week Of:  April 26, 2009

Title:   Outward Reflections of an Inward Grace!
Series: Ministry of Worship – Part 5  

Scripture:  Revelation 4:6-11
1.  Last Sunday morning I tried to talk about worship!  I said that our worship revolved around two major expressions of participation—an outward expression and an inward expression. 

2. The outward expressions were, among other things, coming to church, sitting patiently and reverently in our nice little pews, singing our hymns, listening to our music specials, bowing our heads and closing our eyes in prayer, giving an offering, occasionally by the grace of God listening to the sermon, and leaving pretty much unaffected. (

3. The inward expressions are more important and more to the core of who we are in our relationship to God.  They are representative of our faith, trust, love, joy, passion, praise, thanksgiving, and devotion to God. 

4. However, while the inward expressions are the most important, the outward expressions are very important as well.  In fact, our worship is at its very best when our outward expressions and inward expressions are in sync with each other—when we worship the Lord God with our body, mind, and soul.  When every fiber of our being is declaring our love for God—then worship is at our best. 

5. Look at our scripture this morning!!!!  We are looking to heaven as an example of what we need to try to imitate because if you remember the Lord’s prayer Jesus said, “Our Father which art in heaven hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.” The goal of every Christian should be to pray with all our heart that God’s kingdom will come and His will be done on earth, just like it is done in Heaven.

6. Well, look at the worship in heaven. In chapter 4, John is taken through a door that he believes is the doorway into the throne of God.  Inside the throne room is our Heavenly Father who is sitting on a throne.  According to John, the One who is sitting on the throne has the appearance of the precious stones jasper and carnelian. 

7. Jasper, according to Wikipedia, is the birthstone for you who were born in what month?  March!  What does Jasper look like?!? Yellow, red, green.

8. Carnelian is an interesting stone.  It is a semi-precious stone that is usually red in color. Carnelian was widely used in the Roman Empire to make signet rings for imprinting a seal with wax on correspondence or other important documents.  Hot wax does not stick to Carnelian. 

9. Anyway, around the throne is an emerald rainbow and surrounding the throne are twenty-four elders and twenty-four smaller thrones. In addition, before the throne of God there are seven lamp stands which stand for the seven spirits of God.  From the throne it’s self comes rumblings, waves of thunder, and lightning pulsating all around it. 

10. There are also four living creatures presumptuously representing all the creatures of the earth, one a creature like a lion, another a creature like an ox, another, a strange creature having the face of a man, and still another like a flying eagle.  Each one of these creatures had six wings, and was covered with eyes all around, even under their wings.  And day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”

11. And whenever the creatures said “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty…,” the twenty-four elders fell down before Him who was upon the throne, and say:  “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor, and power, you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.”

12. Now I don’t know about you, if I had the opportunity to experience this kind of heavenly wonder I would be flat on my face as well, wouldn’t you? To experience the presence of God so immensely and intensely that you could reach out and touch it with all five of my senses would put me down on my face.  Yelling “Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty” (Isaiah 6:5).

13.   In the Bible and in the Christian faith there are experiences in which the only proper response is to fall down on our face before God.   In Nehemiah 8:6, “They bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.”  Luke 5:12 says: “When (a man with leprosy) saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground.” Falling with our face to the ground is a reminder that we are flesh and blood, that from dust we come and dust we return.  And before the awesome presence of God the only appropriate outward expression and inward expression of our being is lying face down on the earth.  To get as low as we can get…

14.  Another way of expressing humility and reverence in the Bible that is a little less aggressive and severe, is kneeling. In Acts 9:40, Luke tells us that Peter “got down on his knees and prayed.” Some churches have an altar call where everyone comes and kneels before the altar and prays.  To which some might be thinking “I can pray just a well in my seat, thank you.”  To which is true, but in kneeling, your body as well as your heart is making a statement of your humility, reverence, and your need for God to hear your prayers. Isn’t there a prayer need in your life that you will feel is important enough to literally get down on your knees before God? 

15.    Another appropriate expression of prayer and worship is “uplifted eyes.”  It is a way of saying that God is always watching us and that our help comes from God alone. The Psalms writes:  “I lift up my eyes to you, to you whose throne is in heaven” (Psalm 123:1-2).  John 17:1 says, “After Jesus said this; he looked toward heaven and prayed.”

16.   Still yet, another form of an outward expression of worship that is expressing an inward grace is outstretched hands and arms.  Lifting up our arms or hands is a posture that opens the core of our body to God.  It is the same outward expression of us greeting someone who is a dear friend with an outreached hug and embrace.  It is our way of showing that we are eager to embrace the Spirit of God.  I love Psalm 141:2.  It says “May the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.”  Paul says in 1Timothy 2:8 “I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing.”

17.  Standing is a way of honoring the presence of another and giving him or her your full attention.  We stand before the majesty of God. 

18.  If the President of the U.S. where in our midst, or a bride comes into the church…you do what?  When the bride and groom leave the church you do what?  Out of respect you stand.

19.  Mark 11:25, Jesus says, “And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him.”       
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