Week Of:  May 10, 2009

Title:   Praising God
Series: Ministry of Worship – Part 7  

Scripture:  Proverbs 31:10-31
1. Praise is not a very hard term to understand!  We praise our children when they please us.  We praise our pets when they learn a new trick.  We praise our preachers when they preach a good sermon or let us out on time.

2. In our scripture, I could not help to notice how many times the writer of Proverbs praises the virtuous woman.  He says her children rise up and call her blessed.  Her husband sings her praises.  A woman, who really fears God, according to the writer, is to be truly praised. Even the works of her hands and the good deeds of her heart praise how wonderful a woman she is. 

3. Since it is mother’s day, I thought it might be nice to say some nice things about our mothers this morning? What nice things would you like to say about your mother, dead or living? 

4. There are times that we feel so strongly about something that we’ll sing our praises no matter who is listening.  Sometimes it does not matter the circumstances, we just simply have an unexplainable desire to sing the praises of something or someone.  Have you ever had moment like that? (

5. I like the story that a fellow by the name of Frederick Buechner tells about his Army infantry training.  According to him, it was night, and there was a cold drizzle of rain coming down.   He was wet, cold, tried, and, most of all, he was hungry.  The infantry man setting next to Buechner had a raw turnip left over from his meal, and Buechner asked if he could have the turnip.  The man said, “sure” and threw it to him.  He missed the catch, and the turnip landed in the mud.  Buechner grabbed it and began eating the cold muddy turnip, and now years later he wrote: 


“Time deepened and slowed down.  With a lurch of the heart, I saw suddenly that not only was the turnip good, but the mud as good too, even the drizzle and cold was good, even the Army that I had dreaded for months was good.  Sitting there on a cold winter day with a mouth full of cold turnip and mud, I could see at least for a moment how if you ever took truly to heart the ultimate goodness (of God’s creation) and the joy of things, even at their bleakest (moments), the need to praise someone or something for it would be so great that you might even have to go out and speak of it to the birds of the air.”
6. Now I am not really sure about a muddy turnip on a cold winter day while training for the Army, but what about on a warm summer day watching a beautiful sunset while sitting on a beach? If it is possible to feel a need to praise someone or something for a day like that, then how much more should it be true for a Christian to feel the need to praise God for what we know He has given us? 

7. Let me quickly give you some reasons that we should praise God.  

1)  We praise him because we are commanded to do so.  Psalms 150:1 declares “Praise ye the Lord”.   
2)  According Psalms 22:3, God is enthroned in our praise.  He loves it! 
3)  There is power in praise.  When we learn to praise our God, even in the most difficult times, He fights our battles for us. 
4)  We were created to praise Him. 
5)  We need to praise God.  

6)  He is worthy of our praise.  Psalms 48:1 says “Great is the Lord, and most worthy of our praise.”

8. To praise God is to be preoccupied with who God is and what He has done. The word praise itself means “to commend; to applaud; to express approval or admiration; to magnify and glorify” something or someone.  To praise our living God is to focus on His incomparable character, His indescribable love, His glorious power, and the beauty of His Holiness.  It is to say I am forever drawn to my indescribable, glorious, and wonderful God.  He has made me and saved me and I am forever in love with Him.  

9. Now the issue for many Christians is how do we go about praising God?  Can we praise someone without them knowing it, maybe being a silent admirer?  Is praising God something that is by definition vocalized or shown forth in a noticeable way?   If you are truly feeling genuine gratitude and praise in your heart for someone shouldn’t it come out sooner or later?  Yes it should!

10. Listen the Psalmist “Praise our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard” (Psalm 66:8 NIV).  Praise has to come out sooner or later if it is genuine and heartfelt.

11. So why don’t we?  First off, we do? Ephesians 5:18 says “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing and music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

12. We are to make joyful noises to God.  And music is a wonderful way of doing that.  If it is done the right way!!!  What is the right way?  It has nothing to do with our sound but everything to do with our face and our bodies.

13. Choir, solos, congregational singing, we joy in our hearts that reflects on our faces.

14. Why don’t we more? Maybe we are not happy to be here.  Or maybe we have a problem with pride and dignity?  Turn to 2 Samuel 6:16.  “As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart.”   

15. Why did David rejoice and praise God?  2 Samuel 6:21 explains: “It was before the LORD, who chose me rather than your father or anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler over the LORD”S people Israel—I will celebrate before the LORD.”  Have you celebrated (praised) the LORD today?
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