Week Of:  May 17, 2009

Title:   Longing For God
Series: Ministry of Worship – Part 8  

Scripture:  Proverbs 31:10-31
1. What are some of the things that you are passionate about?  Passion is normally associated with lusts, and sexually in our culture, but really it is a lot more than that.  


2. You might define “passion” as a strong feeling about a subject or person, usually of intense desire and attraction.  In truth, passions can be strong feelings both negative and possible about most anything.  What sort things are you passionate about? 

3. Around 300 B.C in Athens Greece there originated a philosophy of living called Stoicism.  Stoicism taught that the development of self-control and fortitude was a means of overcoming destructive emotions such as anger, envy, and jealousy. The world’s problems could be solved if human beings could just control their destructive passions. Logic, reflection, and concentration were the methods of such self-discipline.  Uncontrollable anger, envy, and jealousy were considered to be the weaknesses of imperfection, weaknesses of those whose animal instincts still controled them. 

4. They believed in god, but not a god that was given to a lot of emotion, like anger, wrath, joy, jealousy, and pleasure. After all, any god that could be made to lose control wasn’t perfect and therefore wasn’t god. 

5. But really, this philosophy of God as being a stoic figure is not very biblical! Look at the book of Nahum (just after Micah, before Habbakkuk). Nahum writes in 1:2, “God is jealous, and the Lord revengeth; the Lord revengeth, and is furious; the Lord will take vengeance on His adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.” Let me tell you how strong the word “wrath” is.  It has all the passion, the energy, (of what some might say) of an orgy, but it is all about the release of anger.

6. Of course, the writers of the Bible excuse God by saying while He may get mad, really mad; He is “slow to anger” and “steadfast in His love.”  I look at it this way; God can be passionately angry, but His greatest characteristic is love, meaning He is passionately in love with His creation.  And the reason that God has let you and I, and the world we live in, survive and continue as long as it has is because His Love for us is so much greater than His anger could ever be.

7. The bottom line of what I want you to see is that the perfect God of the Bible is not stoic in any shape, fashion, or form.  He is passionate about His creation.

8. Let’s look at another aspect of His passion.  In our scripture this morning, the glory of the Lord has appeared before Moses and the Israelites.  The reason for God’s appearing is that the Israelites were about to stone Moses and Aaron because they wanted them to enter into the Land of Canaan that was just full of giants who they think would destroy them. So they were trying to rebel, by wanting to kill poor old Moses and Aaron. 

9. So God appears and says to Moses, “I am going to destroy them and start over again with you.”  Then verse 11 says: “How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have done among them.”  In other words, how long will I have to put up with this?  Can you not see the heartache of God, and how He longs for His people to straighten up? Like a mother and father long for their prodigal son or daughter to come back to his or her senses.

10. This is how God longs for us to trust Him and have a close relationship with Him.  

11. But if God longs for us then we certainly are to long for Him.  Look at Psalms 42:1, “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants (or longs) for you, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?”

12. I know as Christians we have the presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives.  I know that God lives here in my heart, but I still believe as Christians that we should do everything in our power to cultivate the presence of God in our lives.  I believe we should desire more and more of God’s presence.  I believe we should long for God, just as a deer that is running from a pack of dogs, longs for a cool drink in crystal clear mountain stream of water.  Have you ever been so thirsty that you could not stand it? 

13. I think as Christians we sometimes become complacent about God because we believe or fear that our best times with God are behind us.  Nothing can be further from the truth…as long as you still want, still desire and long for God in your life your best experiences with God are in front of you.  If nothing else, your best experiences with God are just a heartbeat away. 

14. There is something that was written in the 1200’s that is absolutely beautiful about longing for God.  It reads: “the closer I am to the embrace of God, the sweeter the kiss of God.  The more lovingly we both embrace, the more difficult it is for me to depart.  The more God gives me, the more I can give and still have more. The more quickly I leave the Lord, the sooner I must return. The more the fire burns, the more my own light increases.  The more I am consumed by love, the brighter I shall shine! The greater my praise of God, greater my desire is to love the Lord” (Mechtilde of Magdeburg, The Flowering Light of the Godhead).

15. The principle way to satisfy and at the same time become more hungry for God is through praise, worship, and prayer.

16. The practice of these things leads to great love.  Great love leads to unity with God. Dimitri of Rostov, a Russian orthodox saint in the 16th century, once wrote: “No unity with God is possible except by an exceedingly great love.”

17. What are you passionate about?  Try to be passionate about God.  There are a lot of things I know you care deeply about, and for some of you God is something that you do feel strongly about, but you could still feel stronger.  And then for some you’re curious about God, but it just doesn’t make sense to you to get all excited about God.  And then for others, who know why you come to church… maybe you’re a young person who is made to come to church.  Maybe you’re coming because that’s what good and respectful people do.  Who knows—only God knows for sure. 

18. Anyone can fall in love!  Anyone can fall in love with someone who longs for them the way God longs for you. Open up your heart to God and you’ll find out that He will not disappoint you.
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