Week Of:  May 31, 2009

Title:   Spiritual Babies
Series: Spiritual Formations/Second Series – Part 1  

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 3:1-3; 14:20
1. How old were you when you took your first step?  Leroy?  What is your earliest childhood memory?  How old were you then? 

2. What is your earliest spiritual memory?  For example, do you remember when you were first saved?  Do you remember when you first felt a strong stirring of the Holy Spirit in your heart?  At what age where you when you had a personal encounter with Christ?

3. What is our spiritual age now?  I wonder, as we get older does our spiritual age and maturity increase as well?  Sometimes it does and sometimes it doesn’t.

4. This morning, I’ve picked a scripture that mentions the spiritual maturity of the people in the church of Corinth.  Paul refers to them in 3:1 as being babies or infants, mainly because “there is jealousy and strife among you.” In this particular case, the little church at Corinth is evidently divided over leadership with one group saying, “I am of Paul,” “I am of Apollos”, “I am of Peter,” and “I am of Christ.”

5. This means to me that maturity, especially spiritual maturity, is being able to deal with diversity and diverse opinions without divisions.  For Paul, the major concern next to the purity of the Gospel in his churches was how well his congregation got along. 

6. Some people and some churches are always looking for a fight, something to quarrel about and complain about.   People like that are not mature spiritually or otherwise.  To Paul at least unity is the sign of Christian maturity.  

7. What would you think would be some signs of maturity; spiritual or otherwise?  Faith, hope, and love! 1 Corinthians 13, “Now these three will remain: ‘Faith, hope, and love, but the greatest of these is love.’” 

8. Being able to give, rather than take. Children are great takers, and they need to have their needs met and they take, don’t they?  But maturity in children means that they learn to give as well as receive. They learn to consider other people’s needs and wants rather just always what they want.

9. Think about worship for a minute:  We’ve said repeatedly that worship is primarily about giving to God, first and foremost, and secondarily about receiving a blessing by being here.  But how many people go to worship not thinking about giving anything to God, and walk away because they are disappointed, feeling like they didn’t receive anything?  As we would say, “they got the cart before the horse, and that load won’t pull.”

10. Another sign of spiritual maturity is responsibility.  Yes, God has saved us, yes He has blessed us, and by the grace of God will continue blessing us in ways that we cannot imagine, but in doing so He expects us to be responsible to Him.  We are supposed to be responsible children of God.  By doing what?  By doing what He wants us to do—by loving Him, having faith in Him, trusting, serving, and being obedient to Him.

11. And how about persistence?  I like what Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:8, “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed, perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.”  An immature person has a hard time sticking with anything…a spiritually mature person has the attitude of Job which says, “though he slay me I will trust in Him” (Job 13: 15). 

12. How about maturity in the way we think?  In 1 Corinthians 14:20, Paul tells his readers to “stop thinking like children.  In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults.”  Children and the spiritually immature don’t always think things through.  In what we do and say we are supposed to count the cost and think before we act. God himself is “slow to anger” and steadfast in His love. A mature and godly person is supposed to be as well.

13. But there is another aspect of spiritual maturity that is very much implied in the word maturity—change.  

All of our life is about changing; from the moment we are born we are about changing and growing old.  In fact when we haven’t seen someone for a long time, one of the more kind things that might be said is, “Oh, you really have changed.” (  

14. Spiritual maturity is about changing and moving on.  It is about learning and growing…too many adults don’t want to learn anything new.  We get satisfied and I think we just don’t want to take the time and energy to expose ourselves anything that will challenge us.  And while there is just not enough time, money, and desire to try every new thing that comes our way spiritually we’ve got to want to grow.  And we need to make a considerable investment of time and energy in that direction as well.

15. And then growth that comes from inside will eventually make its way to the outside!  It is the desire to make meaningful and lasting changes in Jesus’ name outside of ourselves, in our church in our community, and maybe even in the world.  Carrying out meaningful and lasting change prompted by a sense of justice, compassion, love, and faith in God causes us to grow in the process as well.   

16. Take a legitimate godly interest in someone else other than yourself and your family.  Take someone else under your care. Don’t you know someone who needs your help and needs someone to care about them?
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