Week Of:  June 14, 2009

Title:   The Beauty of the Lord
Series: Ministry of Worship – Part 11  

Scripture:  Psalms 27:1-6

1. What is beauty? Maybe, it is something that is extremely pleasing as far as sight or sound. 
 
2. Is beauty always in the eye of the beholder? Yes and no…  For example, yes in some instances our understanding of what is beautiful does require a kind of judgment that can either be cultivated and trained or distorted and dulled. 

3. But beauty is not totally subjective because I would imagine that nearly everyone has the ability to be completely be surprised by something that they think is beautiful.  And when we respond to this beauty with spontaneous expressions of awe, gratitude, appreciation, or reverence surely we are responding in some part to a beauty that is independent of us.

4. I say this because I believe that ultimately beauty is grounded in God Himself, the truly supremely beautiful Being.

5. If you doubt what I am saying, that God is beautiful or that He is the ultimate source of everything that is beautiful, look at our scripture today.  Verse 4 reads: “One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord and to seek Him in his temple.”  

6. Now turn to Psalm 50:1-3,  “The Mighty One, God, the Lord speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets.  From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth.  Our God comes and will not be silent; a fire devours before Him and around Him a tempest rages.”

7. In the character of God there are deep connections between the goodness, the truth, and the beauty of God.  Someone once wrote that God could be best described as the “Good that defuses itself.”  Just like the sun that gives light to our world, God gives goodness to our world.  I might add that among the many, many wonderful attributes of God, God is not only the Good, but also the Truth and the Beauty that defuses itself throughout this universe.  

8. So along with truth and goodness, beauty is one of those wonderful attributes of God that points beyond this present reality to a beautiful Creator—a Divine Artist so to speak whose handiwork we see all around us.  

9. But there is another way that we can see the beauty of God other than just looking around at His beautiful creation.  Turn to John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  The word grace has two meanings: one, meaning unmerited favor—which is the greatest blessing that God gives us.  Grace is at the basis of our salvation. 

10. And two, grace also means beauty and charm as in Jesus being the most beautiful and graceful person that has ever existed.  Now I am not talking about physical beauty and charm, because we don’t know anything about what Jesus looked like, and there is no mention of Jesus’ physical looks in the Bible.  Instead I believe John was talking about inward beauty and charm that could only come because of who Jesus was.

11. So when you look at the beauty of the divine/man Jesus you see the beauty of God Himself.  

12. We see the beauty of Jesus in many things that He did and said, but we really see the beauty of the man Jesus when we look at Jesus dying on the cross.  Because the beauty of Jesus and the true beauty of God is the beauty of love, especially of self-sacrificing love. 

13. I mean there is nothing that touches us like someone sacrificing their life for someone else.  As the Bible says, there is no greater love that one who lays down their life for another.  Hence God becoming flesh, laying down his life for sinful humanity, is the most beautiful and almost incomprehensible thing we could imagine about God. 

14. Yet, in this very act we discover how much we are truly loved by God, and what it means to be loved by God.

15. Worship is catching glimpses of this kind of beauty and love in God—an experience that moves us beyond praise and tears.  Worship is discovering the depths of God’s love for each of us.  Not that God really loves us, but that yes He really, really does love us!  

16. Let’s put it this way… if your idea of God, or your idea of salvation and what it means for God to save you is vague or remote, then your idea of worship will be fuzzy and vague.   The closer each of us comes to the truth of who God is and how much God loves us, and what He is willing to do to save us, the clearer the beauty and love of God will be, and more that worship will swell up inside of us.  That is the reason that theology/ Bible study (learning who God is and what God has done) and worship belong together.  We’ve got to understand more about Jesus, more about God, and more about the Bible, because the more we learn the more it makes it possible for us to worship God.  Because, every day we will come to understand the beauty and wonder of God even more.
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