Week Of:  August 16, 2009

Title:   Holy Greetings
Series:   Ministry of Worship – Part 16 

Scripture:  Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:26; 1 Peter 5:14
1. A greeting is an act of communication in which we intentionally make our presence known to each other, to show attention to each other, and to acknowledge a “certain” level of relationship to one another.
  
2. Different cultures, at different times have different greetings.  Some greetings are appropriate for some people and not for others.  Some people are comfortable with some greetings and others are not.

3. Can you name some different ways in which people today greet one another? Bowing, cheek kissing, Eskimo kissing, fist pounding, high-five, low-five, handshaking. Some researchers have suggested the handshake may have been introduced in the Western World by Sir Walter Raleigh in service with the British Court during the late 16th century. The handshake is thought by some to have originated as a gesture of peace by demonstrating that the hand holds no weapon (Wikipedia). What about hand-kissing, hat tipping, hugging, kowtowing (sign of deep respect in which someone bows and touches their head to the floor), Namaste (head-bowing and hands together in prayer), Roman salute (arm  held straight out with palm down), military salute, smiling, waving, verbal greetings, and of course, the Mike Moore handshake.

4. In our scripture this morning Paul mentions kissing 4 times, calling it the Holy Kiss and Peter once calling it—the kiss of love.  Ancient Middle Eastern people, as was their custom, often greeted each other with a kiss.  In some Middle Eastern cultures, the kiss was just reserved for family, but in others close friends or associates greeted each with a kiss. Many times it was lip to lip (which sounds rather nasty) but had no sexual overtones. It was similar to today’s handshake.  A kiss in their culture was just a way of showing that you were friends with one another. 

5. Jesus was kissed.  Do you remember the more famous of the kisses that Jesus received?  Judas’ kiss was a kiss of betrayal, but was that kiss ever actually delivered?  Anyway in John 7:45, Jesus complained that he wasn’t greeted with a kiss as He entered someone’s home, and in that same chapter and verse there was a sinful woman that continuously kissed Jesus’ feet.

6. By the time of Paul’s writings, greeting each other with a holy kiss became not only what family, close friends and associates did, but also what the Christian churches did.  In fact, in our scripture today, Paul and Peter commanded their churches to greet each other that way.  Peter called it the “kiss of Love.”  The Holy kiss or kiss of love has nothing to do with sexuality.  It is a holy kiss, a “holy greeting,” that expressed a pure platonic brother and sister love that came because of being a part of the same Christian family.  It is a deep reflection of the love that Jesus has for each of us.  A love that would be willing to lay down your life for another.

7. The Holy greeting was a unity symbol that said “we are one in the bond of love.” It says you and I am not just a resident of the same town or community, but you and I am a part of the same body.  It means that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female for you (we) are all one in Christ Jesus.” It means that at our best nothing can divide us.

8. Now preacher, are you suggesting that we kiss one another when we come to church?  Na…that would be nasty and some people would abuse it, misconstrue it, or misunderstand it!  

9. Instead, greet one another as if you mean it, as you are comfortable in doing so that shows that you really care for one another.

10. Personally, I would hug every one of you if you were comfortable in doing so, because you are my family, and I love this church, and the people that are a part of it.   And as Pastor I want everyone to feel as I do… 

11.  What I am saying is, don’t take our unity for granted.  Don’t take one another for granted because we don’t know what tomorrow will bring.

12. Don’t be exclusive about your love.  There are people out there that would give their eye teeth to have what you’ve got for one another.  They are friend-less and, as far as they are concerned, love-less.  Therefore always be ready to widen you circle of love.  
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