Week Of:   September 27, 2009
Title:    Is Your God Too Small (Part 2)
Series:    Systematic Doctrinal Sermons – Part 2   / “Football Sunday”
Scripture:   Job 38 - 42
Review points 1 – 10 from September 20, 2009 sermon.  Continuing on from there…
1. “My understanding of you is much too small.”  Job 42:3, “Surely I spoke of things that I did not understand, things too wonderful and good for me to know.”

2. In other words, who am I to criticize God?  And that’s true; we are really small and God is really great.

3. This might help you to consider how great that God is compared to us.  Suppose that I had a tiny grain of sand between my fingers and I would say that this tiny grain of sand would be me or you and the moon would be God. 


4. But this doesn’t even start to compare us to an infinite God.  Suppose that the moon itself is a tiny speck of sand compared to the next sphere that it is a part of. Suppose that the next sphere is like a tiny speck of sand in the next sphere and so on and so on.  You are still not getting close to what an infinite God is like to a finite human being.


5. So whenever someone refers to God as being the man upstairs—I just think, “Please, how can your thinking of God be so small?”  Because God is more, vastly more that a man that lives upstairs.

6. Another thing… when someone as small as we are curses a God that they cannot begin to comprehend I don’t understand that either.  Sometimes these same people will call religious people stupid for believing an infinite God, but even I, a dumb old Baptist preacher as I am, is at least smart enough to know that I should try to worship a God like this, instead of cursing Him. 

7. You see, I really think that most people ignore God because they don’t understand Him—their understanding of God is too small or, if their understanding of God is big, it is just too hazy and unfocused.   

Examples of too small means that God just doesn’t deserve our respect—someone like the grand ole man upstairs, or maybe the divine policeman.  By that I mean, to some people, God is just someone out to spoil their fun—much like many people think of policemen or some authority that makes them behave. 

8. Or a divine neighborhood bully who is just out to make our lives as miserable as He can, and then send us to hell.

9. And then, even Christians sometimes have an inadequate understanding of God.  A lot of TV and radio preachers make God out to be a divine God in the box.  Meaning that we’ve got Him all figured out and all we have to do is pull Him out of the box like a magician would pull a rabbit out of the hat.

10. And sometimes people have an idea of God that is big but it is just too unfocused.  By this I mean to them God is so big and impersonal that He doesn’t really involve Himself with puny affairs. 

11. Most scholars believe that Thomas Jefferson was a Deitus—a person that believed that a god created our world and then just went off and let it sink or swim on its own.

12. What is God like?  Personal, deeply relational.  And therefore loving…  

