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1. Some time ago, Mark Cuban, the owner of the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks, offered WGN Chicago Radio sport talk host David Kaplan $50,000 to change his name legally to “Dallas Maverick.” When Kaplan declined, Cuban sweetened the offer.  He would pay Kaplan $100,000 and donate $100,000 to Kaplan’s favorite charity if he took the name for one year.
 

2. Despite some soul-searching and email bombardment from listeners, who said that Kaplan was crazy to turn down the money, Kaplan held firm.  Saying: “I’d be saying that I’d do anything for money, and that bothers me,” Kaplan said. “My name is my birthright.  I’d like to preserve my integrity and credibility.”

3. Being a Christian is our birthright.  We have a responsibility to live every day in a way that brings honor and glory to the name of Jesus Christ, God the Father, and the Holy Spirit.

4. But what is the name of God and what does it mean when Jesus teaches us to pray according to Matthew “hallowed be thy Name” (Matthew 6:9).

5. First of all hallowed means holy.  Holy is the name of God.  

6. In fact so Holy is the name of God, that Jews today will not say the name of God written in Exodus 3:14 which reads, “And God said to Moses, “I am who I am” and God said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I am has sent me to you.”

7. “I am” is derived from the Hebrew verb HAYAH, to be, which when referring to God is translated into English simply as Lord. However, as time went on the Jews thought that the Hebrew form of the word was so holy that they couldn’t even say it.   

8. Do you remember what Isaiah said when he had a vision of God appearing to him in the Temple: “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:5).


9. The bottom line is that the Jews felt that the name of God was too holy to be spoken much less taken in vain.  To take God’s name in vain doesn’t just mean putting a dirty word with it, but it really means anytime we don’t give the name and person of God the seriousness that He deserves.  So if you don’t take God seriously then you take His name in vain.   When you honor God’s name you honor God, when you don’t you dishonor God.  


10. I hear this so much from people to excuse their taking God’s name in vain, they’ll say: “I don’t mean it, it is just a habit.” But whether you mean it or not you are dishonoring God, besides if you loved your mother would you dishonor her by referring to her as a female dog? No!  Then why would any Christian dishonor God by using His name in vain? 

11. Well you might be thinking how did they say the name of God if they couldn’t speak it?  Well, they substituted another name for His name.  For example, Adonai was used in Psalms 8; Isaiah 40:3-5, Ezekiel 16:8 and so forth; it means the Lord.  In Genesis 1:1-3 you have the name Elohim which is translated God in the English translations but has the loose meaning of The All-Powerful One or Creator.  This little pamphlet has 21 names for God that are found in the Bible and with them their meanings.  

12.  God’s name or the meanings of the names of God are usually taken from the various descriptions of what God has done or aspects of His character.  In a broad sense, God’s names are equal to all that the Bible and creation tell us about God’s character and His attributes (Grudem, page 157). 

13.  I would like to give a list of characteristics of God taken from scripture and from creation to let you know how diverse and wonderful our God is.  For example, God is compared to:  
               a lion (Isaiah 31:4)
               an eagle (Deuteronomy 32:11)
               a lamb (Isaiah 53:7)
               a hen (Matthew 23:37)
               the sun (Psalm 84:11)
               the morning star (Revelation 22:16)
               a light (Psalm 27:1)
               a torch (Revelation 21:23)
               a fire (Hebrews 12:29)
               a fountain (Psalm 36: 9)
               a rock (Deuteronomy 32:4)
               a hiding place (Psalm 119:114)
               a tower (Proverb 18: 10)
               a shadow (Psalm 91: 1)
               a shield (Psalm 84: 11)
               a temple (Revelation 21:22), and so forth.  
The point being is that all of creation reveals something about God to us.  It tells us something about this wonderful God that we worship and serve.  


14. Even human beings and their experiences are used to describe some of God’s characteristics.   For example God is called: 
               a bridegroom (Isaiah 61:10)
               husband (Isaiah 54:5)
               father (Deuteronomy 32:6)
               judge and King (Isaiah 33:22)
               man of war (Exodus 15:3)
               builder and maker (Hebrews 11:10)
               shepherd (Psalm 23)
               physician (Exodus 15:26)  

15. Furthermore, God is spoken of in terms of human actions such as: 
   knowing (Genesis 18:21)
   remembering (Genesis 8:1)
   seeing (Genesis 1:10)
   hearing (Exodus 2:24)
   smelling (Genesis 8:21)
   tasting (Psalm 11: 5)
   sitting (Psalm 9:7)
   rising (Psalm 68:1)
   walking (Leviticus 26:12)
   wiping away tears (Isaiah 25:8), and so forth.  

Human emotions are attributed to God, such as: 
     joy (Isaiah 62:5)
     grief (Psalm 78:40) 
     anger (Jeremiah 7:18-19)
     love (John 3:16)
     hatred (Deuteronomy 16:22)
     wrath (Psalm 2:5)


16. But why all these different metaphors to explain God—because, really, God cannot be understood in terms that we are not familiar with.  

17. The Bible speaks of God in human terms and terms of the creation because He has to teach us in terms of what we know and are familiar with in our own experiences. 

18. God made the universe so that it would show forth the excellence of his character and name, that it would show forth His glory.  


19. God is worthy to receive glory because He created all things (Revelation 4:11); therefore all things should honor Him.

20. His name is representative of his character and his glory and should be reverenced and praise, not taken lightly or disrespectfully. 

