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1. Several years ago, I was attending an association meeting in which the speaker was from Michigan.  He was talking about people in his area who were being buried or having funerals with no one there to mourn for them.   

2. I thought that was really sad that someone could live a life-time and no one really cared about their passing.  To live your life and no one really care whether you live or died would be so sad.

3. It is very important for every human being to feel like they matter to someone.  In fact, one definition of happiness might be to have “as many people around you as possible” who care about you.  

4. In fact, I think that is one very important reason why people become a part of a local congregation of believers is that they want to know that someone cares about them. 

5. Ok! Let’s set that thought aside for just a moment and let me ask you a seemly non-related question.  Why did God create His creation?  Now let me tell you what, for the most part, theologians have thought about God for generations.

6. One… that God is absolutely perfect! In other words, God alone is perfection in the absolute! Beyond our wildest and grandest imagination God is perfect.  In fact, some people have suggested that God is simple perfection.  Simple, not as something that is elementary or easy to grasp (because God cannot be grasped or completely understood), but that God is simple in the sense that God has no parts, that He is absolute oneness in the most perfect sense.

7. God is absolutely divinely perfect within and of Himself.  He does not grow nor change because when you are as absolutely divinely perfect as God is you do not need anything else to make yourself better.  There is no better you!  You’re God and because you don’t need anything there is no better and improved you to become. Amen!!

8. Hence, Paul says in our scripture this morning “nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all men life and breath and everything” (Acts 17: 24-25).  

9. In the book of Job (Job 41:11) God Himself asks Job, “Who has given to me, that I should repay him? Everything under the heaven belongs to me.” Psalm 50 continues the idea in verses 10-12 by saying, “every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.  I know all the birds of the air, and all that moves in the field is mine.  If I were hungry, I would not tell you; for the world and all that is in it is mine.”

10. If everything is God’s and more importantly if God cannot change, grow, or for that matter be improved upon, why did God create His creation and most importantly, us?

11. Perhaps we should turn to Isaiah 43:7, the writer says: “everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”  God did not have to create us but did nevertheless to glorify him.  We are to be about glorifying God—that is our purpose.

12. How does Paul say it, in Ephesians 1: 11-12? “In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory”?  We and all of God’s creation were created “for the praise of His glory.” 

13. Now this blows my mind, how can God care whether I praise Him or not.   Remember our analogy of what it means to compare the infinite to the finite.  We are the finite and God is the infinite.  Consider a small grain of sand compared to something the size of our moon. Would that be like comparing us to God? No! 

14. Then take something the size of our moon and put it inside a sphere that is comparable to the size of our solar system.  Take our solar system and put it in a sphere that is the size of our galaxy.  Would that be like comparing a man to God? No….  

15. The writer of the book of Psalms writes, “what is man that thou are mindful of him?”  The writer of the Psalms didn’t have a clue how true and awesome His words were.  Indeed, who are we that God should even consider us?  When you are walking down the sidewalk, do you even stop to consider an insect crossing your path? Not if you’ve got shoes on… you step on it and go on.

16. But yet God has determined that you and I are important to Him.  The bug actually means something to the Master and Lord of the Universe. He could step on us and go on, creating a new bigger, better, and more improved model to inhabit His creation.  But He doesn’t! 

17. In fact, He has determined that we mean enough to Him that He would become a man like us and die for His small but significant bugs.

18. This is our significance for existence!  We are important to God!  In fact, we are so important to God that He would suffer and die for us.  

19. Delights in us!!!!!!  Isaiah 62: 3-5 “…for the Lord delights in and your land shall be married…as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.”  This is a paradox—a deliberate contradiction that leads to deeper understanding and truth.  Yes, God is perfect…absolute perfection, but He also delights in His creation.  The Master creator somehow loves the bugs that He has created.  He cares and delights in His creation.

20. This is what blows our minds and changes our lives, when we can stop and understand it.  When we grasp that we are loved by a divine absolutely perfect creator then we do find our genuine significance and reason for living. 

21. I am created to be loved by the Creator. No matter how many of you may love me or not, I am a person of worth because God loves this little insignificant bug.  And His love gives me significance, meaning, and purpose. This is my primary reason for being and everything else is just icing on the cake.
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