Week Of:   November 1, 2009
Title:    Your God is Too Small – The Presence of God
Series:     Systematic Theology – Part 5  

Scripture:   Psalms 139:1-10
1. Down through the ages people have tried to describe what they mean by God.  As we well know God is a hard to conceptualize because He is so great and grant that we cannot wrap our minds around what and who He is.

2. Look at your handout for a few ways mankind has thought about God (reprinted at bottom of notes).

3. Theo is the Greek word for God.

- theism is belief in a god. It sees the universe as coming from a single source-god.

- atheism, of course, is no god.  It is usually a faith that cannot grasp the reality of god.

-monotheism is belief in one god.  
- polytheism is the belief in many gods.  
These are concepts that most Jews, Christian, and Moslems are familiar with.

Terms we might not be familiar with are:

          
-Deism- this comes from the Latin word for “God.” A deist believed that God created the world, but abandoned it once He created it.  Most folks believe that Thomas Jefferson was a deist.

- Pantheism is the belief that God is all and all is God.  Hinduism and Buddhism are pantheism.

- Panentheism is belief that God is in all things.

4. The Christian perspective is a Triune God that we believe to be monotheistic—just one God. However, He did not just simply create the world and then abandon it, but made it and dwells in it.  We believe in the immanence of God in His creation.  Meaning that He is very much a part of His creation, John 1:14 says that the “Word became flesh and dwells among us.” 


5. Let me throw another fancy word at you.  We believe that God is a part of lives like Luke says in Acts 17:28 “In Him we live and move and have our being” but we also believe in the transcendence of God.  Meaning that God is separate and distinct from His creation.   Isaiah 66: 1 says that “heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.”  I Kings 8:27 says: “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest Heaven cannot contain you.”

6. But how can something be with you, a part of you and yet separate and distinct from you?  Maybe this might illustrate for you…a sponge is the universe and God is the water. The water is present everywhere in the sponge, but the water is still completely distinct from the sponge.  God is with us, but yet He is distinct from us.

7. From a biblical perspective, the presence of God is thought to express itself in at least three ways.  The first one is what we don’t want to experience.  It is called punishment.  


8. I personally believe that God doesn’t have to actively seek to punish us.  Most of the time our own sinful attitudes and behaviors are our punishment and our demise.  Sooner or later if the mercy and grace of God doesn’t spare us, we get what we deserve.  It hurts, and becomes a very painful lesson in life. 

9. But the Bible does speak of a punishing God that actively seeks out sinners to punish them.  Amos 9: 1-4 says “Not one of them shall flee away, not one them shall escape.  Though they dig into Sheol, from there shall my hand take them; though they climb up to heaven, from there I will bring them down.  Though they hide themselves on the top of Mt. Carmel, from there I will search out and take them, and though they hide from my sight at the bottom of the sea, there I will command the serpent, and it shall bite them.”  

10. A gentleman by the name of Herman Bavinck writes the following:  

“When you wish to do something evil, you retire from the public into your house where no enemy may see you; from those places of your house which are open and visible to the eyes of men your remove yourself into your room; even in your room you fear witness from another quarter; you retire into your  heart, there you mediate.  (However God) is more inward than your heart. Wherever, therefore, you shall have fled, there He is.  From yourself, whither will you flee?  Will you not follow yourself wherever you shall flee?  But since there is One more inward even than yourself, there is no place where may flee from God angry but God reconciled.  There is no place at all whither you may flee.  Will you flee from Him? Flee to Him.”
11. But this distinct and wonderful God who is a part of His creation is not just about punishment.   In fact, punishment is the least important thing God does.  God is a presence in His creation to sustain, guide, and keep it going as He wants it to go.  The Bible says in Colossians 1: 17 “He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”  The writer of Hebrews also speaks of Christ as “upholding the universe by his word of power” (Hebrew 1:3).  

12. You and I think that at times our world and our lives are flying apart, but without the presence of God our lives would be sheer chaos.   You and I would be fragmented.  Don’t ever say that things cannot be worse… because they can.  Only by the presence and grace of God are things going as good as they are.


13.  But God is not here just to keep things glued together or to operate as He wants them to—he is here to bless us.  The writer of the Psalm says: “in your presence there is fullness of joy, in your right hand are pleasures for evermore” (Psalm 16:17).  

14. Usually when the presence of God is mentioned in the Bible He is mentioned to bless.  For example, 2 Corinthians 3:17says: “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  Romans 8: 9-10 says: “you are in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you…if Christ is in you…your spirits are alive.” 

15. Remember God is distinct but yet richly a part of our existence, yet when the Bible mentions God’s presence in a positive way it is the power to bless and bring abundant life. Where God’s presence is there are abundant blessings.  Why?  Because He loves His people.

Sermon Study Words 
(Handout)
-Theo is the Greek word for God.  Theology is the study of God.

-Theism is belief in a god. It sees the universe as coming from a single source-god.

-Atheism is no god.  It is a faith that cannot grasp the reality of god.

-Monotheism is belief in one god.  

-Polytheism is the belief in many gods.  These are concepts that most Jews, Christian, and Moslems are familiar with.

-Deism- this comes from the Latin word for “God.” A deist believes God created the world, but abandoned it once it was created it.  Most folks believe that Thomas Jefferson was a deist.

-Pantheism is the belief that God is all and all is God.  Hinduism and Buddhism are pantheism.

-Panentheism is belief that God is in all things.

-Immanence of God- Christian term

-Transcendence of God- another Christian term

