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1. In Psalm 19, the Psalmist writes “the Heaven declares the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”   I wonder what he would have written if he had the Hubble telescope to view the universe as we do today.  

2. The Bible is very sure that God’s creation proclaims the beauty and the sheer glory of its Creator.

3. But what does glory mean?  Well, sometimes glory means honor or an excellent reputation.  For example, Isaiah 43:7 is speaking of Israel when He says, “Whom I created for my glory” or you might say “my honor.”

4. In another usage, glory means the bright light that surrounds God’s presence. Theologians theorize that “since God is spirit, and not created energy or matter, this visible light is not part of God’s being but something that was created.”  Henceforth, the glory of God might be defined as the created brightness that surrounds God when he reveals Himself. 

5. The glory of the Lord is the brilliance of the Lord when He reveals himself in creation whether in the heavens or upon the earth.  Since it’s the beginning of the Christmas season, it is good to note that when the angel revealed itself to shepherds in the field “the glory of the Lord shone around them” and they were scared. The fear is always the fear of something small and little standing in the presence of something that the little cannot even begin to grasp.

6. In addition, a star according to Matthew was accompanying Jesus in Bethlehem and announcing His birth.  Most babies today are announced by sending a simple birth announcement to family and friends—Jesus was announced by a blazing inferno of heat and light-a star.  That is an amazing birth announcement. 

7.  John spiritualized the birth of Christ by saying: “In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but darkness has not understood it.”

8. We don’t know what Jesus looked like but the life of Jesus must have been a thing of beauty, John 1:14 says: “…we have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  Grace here is the grace and beauty of someone who is wonderful to behold and watch (like a ballerina).  In Jesus’ case someone who truly lived a beautiful existence.

9. Matthew, Mark, and Luke had an interesting experience in the life of Jesus; it is called the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-13).  In it Jesus, James, Peter, and John take a hike up Mount Tabor.  There Jesus was transfigured or changed so that He gave off a brilliant light.  The light was to be a preview of His resurrected body, and again the glorious glory of God.  It was a way of saying that Jesus was a bearer of the glorious light of God to men.  And that Peter and James must witness to the fact.

10. Quite amazingly, God wants us to reflect this glory.  In 2 Corinthians 3: 17-18 Paul writes “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  And we, who with unveil faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, (a reference to Moses coming down from Mount Sinai after spending time with God.  Moses who by the way had to cover his face because of the glory of God was all around him to keep from scarring the children of Israel to death) are being transformed into His likeness with ever increasing glory, which come from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

11. Though we do not find ourselves surrounded by visible light, unless we are on stage or something to that affect, when we are at our best, there is brightness, a splendor, or beauty about the manner of life of someone who deeply loves God.
 

12. But you say that’s ridiculous.  Maybe, but have you ever seen a bride at her wedding glowing with joy?  If fact, we would say that so-and-so was “simply radiating.”  Maybe when we are at our best as Christians…maybe then we are radiating a light that comes from Christ.

13. It is as Paul who says in 2 Corinthians 4: 6, “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”

14. Now this might sound farfetched but just like the moon does not have any natural light of its own, we don’t have any of the glory of God of our own but we simply reflect the light of the “son.”

15. You may not understand nor agree with what I am trying to say this morning, but isn’t there something different about someone who is in love with God and simply tries to reflect the goodness of that lover.

