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1.   We have just celebrated Christmas.  To which I hope everyone had a good holiday.  But when we talk about Jesus Christ the new born being, what kind of being are we talking about?

2. One thing is certain, He was and is more than just an ordinary person.  He has to be the most unique being ever existed because Jesus is God.  Unique because, how can Jesus be God and yet a human being at the same time?

3. In fact, the Christian doctrine of incarnation says that Jesus the Christ was fully God, and fully man in one person, and will be so forever.

4. However, I am sorry to say that the exact nature of Jesus the Christ has not been one that the Church has always agreed on.  Some early Christians really emphasized the humanity of Jesus… wanting to say that Jesus was flesh and blood and only became God at His death and resurrection.  Others just thought of Jesus as being spiritual and God in nature, saying that Jesus may have looked like he was flesh and blood but really He was spirit. 

5. In our scripture passage, Luke wanted to emphasize that Jesus was human flesh and blood, not a ghost-like spiritual deity, because in talking about Jesus it reads “And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.”  In addition, verse 52 says “Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in the favor with God and man.”  

6. In the Gospel of John, we find these striking words about Jesus that said “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word (Jesus) was God.”

7. And what became the Christian norm of course was that Jesus was both God and human.  

8. Yet to that exact understanding, and what that understanding meant was not worked out until 325 A.D.
  

9. Can you imagine that, up to the 4th century, there was no general agreement upon the nature of Jesus Christ?  It was not until at a meeting later called the Council of Nicaea, Christians from all over the Roman Empire hammered out such basic doctrines as who the Jesus was.

10. They finally agreed that He was fully human and fully divine; not one or the other, not half and half, but fully human and fully God—one hundred percent God and one hundred percent man.

11. Why 100 percent God and 100 percent man?  Why not 50-50? But then which part is human and which part is God?  No, Jesus was fully human in every respect and fully God in every respect except with some minor qualifications.   

12. What qualifications did we see with his humanity?  He was the very best of what it was to be human.  He did not sin!  Hebrews 4:15 says “…but One who has been tested in every way we are, yet without sin.”

13. How about qualifications with His deity?  Limitations you might say!  In the flesh as Jesus the eternal Logos, could not be as God the Father was and is beyond time and of course everywhere at once.  

14. And Jesus himself said that He was limited in His knowledge.  Mark 13: 32 says, about His return, “But of that day or that hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”

15. So the early church wrestled with all of these scriptures and more and finally said, “look we know it might sound rather mysterious but let’s say Jesus is 100 percent man and of course 100 percent God and not try to decide which is which.”  

16. Of course most Christians today just see Jesus as human only in the flesh and blood aspects of His existence and divine in His mental and emotional aspects of His existence.  Other words, God did a divine brain transplant with a human being to come up with Jesus.

17. But yet if we really think about it, we’ve got to believe that Jesus was more than that.  We believe He is both God and Human through and through.   Both in His body and in His spirit and mind.  Now if you don’t understand that I don’t blame you because I don’t either.   The early church fathers were smart enough not to try to fully explain what they meant, but simply to state it as clearly as they could.

18. One person who did that very well was a man by the name of Gregory of Naziansen who was at the second ecumenical council in Constantinople in 381.  He said this about Jesus: “Remaining what he was, he assumed what he was not.”  Repeat that with me.  What does that mean?  “Remaining what he was” that is remaining God, unchangeable, impassable, eternal—he took up what he was not.  Namely his humanity with certain limitations, mortality, changeability, the ability to die.  

19. It is a beautiful way to describe what the eternal Logos did for us.  He remained God, but then He took up humanity in all its frailty.

20. When you begin to ponder these things then it gives new meaning to John 3:16 “for God so loved the world that he gave He only begotten son and whosoever believes in Him shall have eternal life.” 

