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Title:  Two Natures & Sinless  
Series:    Systematic Theology – Part 14   

Scripture:   Hebrews 4:14-17
1. Sin is defined in many ways in the Bible.  The most common term is hamartano- usually translated missing the mark.  It is the idea that a person misses the mark because they choose to aim at the wrong target, and misses the right path in life because they deliberately choose the wrong path.

2. The Bible tells us that everyone has, at one time or another, chosen the wrong path or at least made the wrong choice at various times in our life.  We have repeatedly missed being the person that God wanted us to be.

3. But how about Jesus, did He sin?  There are some people who would say that Jesus couldn’t have really been human because being human means that we sin, and do wrong and evil things.  Therefore, if He was truly a human being, He would have sinned.

4. That is assuming that God created human beings to sin.  If you read the book of Genesis, it clearly states that everything God created was good.  And that humanity, at least in its original state, was good and sinless.  Jesus’ humanity is perfect and sinless.

5. Our scripture this morning states that while Jesus was “tempted in every respect, as we are, (He) was without sin.”  He was tempted but in every instance and in every way Jesus resisted temptation.  As far as Jesus’ humanity, He was just like Adam and Eve except He resisted the temptation to sin.  Jesus (in His humanity) was one hundred percent on target as far as how God wanted Him to be.  John 8:29 has Jesus saying: “I am always doing what is pleasing to Him.”

6. Now, let me ask you a question.  Could Jesus have sinned even if He wanted to?  I think so!!  Hebrews 4 says “He was tempted” and if a temptation is to be real there must be a real possibility of giving in to that temptation.  So yes, I believe Jesus could have sinned but did not. 


7. And if the perfect Adam, the incarnate son of God, could be tempted to sin, then as the writer of Hebrews says, “we have a high priest” that understands what it is to be human and to intercede on our part before God. 

8. The idea here is that we have someone who understands us, because He has gone through what we are going through. Therefore, He will work hard to present our case before God. 

9. In other words, the second part of the Trinity is like a divine defense attorney who is pleading our case before God, because He understands how difficult it is to live a just and sinless life before God.  This life that we live is not easy, and it is good to know that Jesus sympathizes with us and understands our weaknesses.

10. But how can God be tempted to give into sin?  How can God be tempted to betray himself, and His will for mankind?


11. Ok, let’s go back to the very important doctrine of incarnation.  The incarnation says that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among men” (John 1:14).  It says that the Second part of the Trinity (Christ) became a human being while remaining God at the same time.  The church worked it out that Jesus was 100 percent God, and yet 100 percent a human being, not half and half.  The church said that the Word (the Second member of the God-head) “Remaining what He was, he assumed what He was not.” He remained 100 percent God and became 100 percent human being, except for the sin.

12. God became man, yet somehow remained God, and behold became one person—Jesus Christ.  Now this is doctrine… it is what you say that you believe about Jesus Christ.

13. But what kind of being is Jesus Christ?  Is Jesus a mule? You know what a mule is, don’t you? A cross between a horse and a donkey.  Did God and man come together to produce a new kind of being?  No, the church didn’t want to say that…but they did want to say that Jesus was one person, the Second part of the God-head and He had changed and become 100 percent man, and 100 percent God.

14. Is there one nature or two natures in Jesus?  You might be thinking, preacher that is a silly question.  But haven’t you ever wondered why Jesus being God prayed to God?  

15. If you have, then is there one nature or two natures in Jesus Christ?  Again, to believe that Jesus Christ is 100 percent human and 100 percent God you have to have two distinct natures.  The full nature of God and the full nature of a human being.

16. Do you know of an instance in the scriptures that illustrates that? 

Matthew 26:39 “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou will.”  The perfect human nature asking his perfect God nature to let the Holy Trinity’s will be done.  

17. When Jesus prayed, and He did very often, it was His perfect human nature seeking direction from His divine nature.  One person, two natures, one yet separate and distinct in the person we call Jesus Christ.

18. What does this have to do with sin?  By our definition of divinity, God is Holy and sinless.   However, Jesus’ human nature was perfect too.  We, therefore, have someone who is our high priest to intercede on our part, but also we have the perfect man to mold our lives after.

