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1. Do you love the law?  How many lawyers do we have in church this morning?  Folks, do you love the law? Practicing the Law? What makes you love the law? It helps people!  It protects us and keeps peace!  It helps punish those who are criminals.  It defends those who are innocent.

2. I would think I am like most people.  The law is something we don’t think about until we need it or violate it.  Then we call on the lawyers to help us with it. 

3. But what about religious law?  Civil, state, and federal laws, the laws of men are one thing but what about the laws of God?  Do we love the laws of God?  

4. In our Psalms this morning, the psalmist is declaring his love for God’s law.  In fact, the whole psalm is about the love that the psalmist has for the law. The word “law” can mean a lot of things in the Bible.  Most people tend to think of the law as just being the 10 Commandments, but really it is more.  For example, the Law of Moses is the 10 Commandments but also can mean the cultic law, the religious law that explains how to go about making sacrifices and pleasing God in worship.  In addition, the first five books of the Bible are called the Pentateuch which also means Torah or Law.  

5. The law in the New Testament is used in even more of a variety of ways:  In 1 Corinthians 14:21, it can be used to mean any part of the Old Testament.  In Matthew 11:13, it can refer to all or part of the Pentateuch that we’ve referred to before.

6. In Romans 8:7, the law and God’s will are synonymous.  In Acts 22:3, the law is equated with Jewish tradition and practices. 

7. But what is a law?  You might say a law is a society’s specification of what obligations and practices it requires of its members as necessary to their life in community. God’s laws are obligations and practices that He requires of all human beings to live by in community with Him and with one another. 

8. There are several things that are inherently difficult about all of this!  One, not everyone recognizes the validity and authority of His law.  And that shouldn’t be surprising because not everyone recognizes the laws of our state and our nation so it is not surprising that there are people who don’t recognize the laws of our God whom they cannot touch, see, or hear.  Many people believe that they are a law onto themselves, not having to respect the wishes and concerns of no one other than themselves. 

9.   Two, while some people believe God’s laws exist, they do not believe His Law applies to them or they do believe it applies to them. They would like to pick and chose which laws apply to them.  Sometimes Presidents and Congressmen think that they are so powerful that certain laws do not apply to them. 

10. Three, while many people would agree that God’s laws exist and that all of God’s laws do apply to them, how many of us would say that obeying all of God’s laws are easy?  I used to believe that most Christians understood and did pretty well with the 10 commandments.   But I am not so sure anymore.  For example, if you took them literally, most people would fair pretty good with some of the commandments and not so good with others.  For example:  

The sixth commandment says not to kill.  Most would say they never killed anyone… yet Jesus said “if you are angry with anyone you are in danger of judgment” (Matthew 5:22). 
The eighth commandment says not to steal.

The ninth commandment say not to lie—or bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

The seventh commandment says not commit adultery.  Again Jesus said “But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:28).
The fifth commandment is “Honor thy Father and thy Mother.”
The tenth “Thou shall not covet.”

11. I guess you’ve noticed that the last 6 commandments have to do with our fellow human beings, and first four commandments have to do with God.

The first one is “Thou shall have no other gods before me.” 

The second is “Thou shall not make any graven images.”

The third is “Thou shall not take the name of the Lord God thy God in vain” (not just cursing but anytime we don’t take God seriously).

Of course the 4th is “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it Holy” which for most people is not existent.

12. According to Jesus, you could reduce all the laws of God to just two commandments – you would be “loving God with all of your heart, soul, and mind; and you would be loving your neighbor as yourself.  

13. Now not too many people who have tried this would say that it is easy.  For the folks who have given loving God a whirl, would say that sometimes it is hard just loving God a little, let alone loving Him with every fiber of your being.  And for a lot of people, just not having hostile and ugly thoughts about their neighbor is hard enough let alone loving them as ourselves. 

14.  In fact, loving ourselves at times given what we do, think, feel, or fail to do, think, and feel is hard enough for some folks some of the time.

15. I think that Jesus saying the commandments are summed up in these two commandments makes it a lot simpler but doesn’t necessarily make it any easier.  However, it does tell us the solution to the problem of the law.

16. The solution to the problem is love… and if the solution is love—then the Holy Spirit is our helper.  In fact, the Apostle Paul is sure that we are no longer to be a people who live under the law, but according to him under the Spirit.  In Romans 7:6 He says, “…we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.” The new way of the Spirit is love.  And according to him God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us (Romans 5:5).
