Week Of:   March 7, 2010
Title:    Our Direction and Means of Love
Series:    Systematic Theology – Part 20   

Scripture:   Romans 5:5
1. In getting anything done in life it seems to me that we need two things: energy and direction.  Think just a moment with me—there are a lot of people out there who just don’t know what in life that they want to do.  They have no real direction or purpose in life.    And even if they had a general idea of what they want to do they would not how to go about it. 

2. But knowing what you want to do in life is sometimes not enough.  There are a lot of people who have a good idea what they want, but they can’t get energized enough to get started.  It is like putting an address into your GPS in your car, getting in starting it up and getting nowhere because you don’t have any gas.  You know what you want, or at least you have a vague idea of what you want, but you don’t have the energy to get moving to get there.

3. To which the more cynical of us would respond that person is just lazy.  Yet I think the Bible supports what I am saying by what we have in the Holy Trinity.  Let me talk to you again about the Holy Trinity.  

4. Let’s assume you’re new to Christianity and you don’t know anything about what we call the Trinity.   I would start by saying that as strange as it sounds Christians worship one God, but that one God expresses itself in three different persons called God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, in which we believe are all the same but somehow all different, and all equal and at the same time all are worthy of our worship.   We worship the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—but we worship one God.

5. As their eyes got increasingly bigger I would say look don’t freak out, don’t get anxious or don’t get overly confused because as Christians we have a hard time explaining it and understanding it.  It is a great mystery.

6. They might say I understand that it is a mystery but “how are the three different, if they are all the same.  And why are there three, instead of one?”  I would shake my head and say smarter people than I have tried to explain it, but I’ll give it my best shot.   

7. According to the Bible God by definition is both the Alpha and Omega; He is both the beginning and the end, so He exists outside our perception of time and space.  That is what we mean by eternal!

8. The way we tell the difference between the three is essentially this:  The first is to say “One is the Father, the One is the Son, and the Other is the Holy Spirit.” Sounds really simple doesn’t it? ( 

9. The second way we tell the difference is what classical theologians called “the mode of origination.”  How they came into being? We say that the Son was begotten by the Father, the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

10. Thirdly, we also say that the Son or the Word, who was begotten eternally by the Father before time ever began, was born of the Virgin Mary and conceived of the Holy Spirit dwelling among us.

11. In addition, God the Father is the source of everything in the Trinity to which everything in the Trinity owes its existence to and to which Jesus the Son prays and seeks guidance from.  And of course that which the Holy Spirit proceeds from. 

12. The Father also shares and gives everything to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit except that of being the Father.  

13. The Holy Spirit itself is eternal personification of the love of both the Father and Son and proceeds from them.  And as Paul says in Romans 5:5 “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.”  The Father is love, the Son is love, but the Holy Spirit is love itself.

14. That person might look at me and say:  “Love, love, love, God is love, but what does love look like?  If the Spirit is the embodiment of love, what does love look like?” Turn to Matthew 1:20 “But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”

15. The Holy Spirit conceived in Mary the seed of God, and God became flesh and walked as the Word incarnated upon the earth, a walking, talking, living, and even a dying expression of what love in the flesh looks like.  

16. So if we want to see what love looks like then look to Jesus, and we will see what we need to pattern our lives after.  Well, also see what Jesus thought was important enough to love.

17. First of all, remember what are the two greatest commandments?  This is generally what Jesus came to show us.   But let’s be more specific…

18. Love incarnated in the flesh is concerned about the following.  Turn to John 13:1, “having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of love.”  He loved his followers and wanted the “love that the Father had for Him to be in them and that He himself might also be in them” (John 17:26).  Love incarnated loved us so much that He wanted God the Father’s love to be in us, and for He himself to be in us.

19. Turn to Matthew 19:13, “The little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them. Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’”  Jesus loved the little children.  Why? Because they are so small and cute?  No because they are innocent and helpless…  

20. If adults don’t stand up for children then who will?  Children were precious in Jesus’ sight because they more than any other human beings are helpless and innocent.  Love always takes up for the helpless and misfortunate.  Love always protects the innocent and the naïve.  Love is always for the underdogs of life.  Love is always compassionate for those who are suffering. 

21. Turn to Luke 7:12 “As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.  And a large crowd from the town was with her.  When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”  Jesus’ heart goes out to those who have experienced great loss.  Love reaches out to those in pain and who have suffered loss.


22. Jesus also had compassion for the masses, for the crowds of human beings and the condition of their lives.  For example, Matthew 15:32, Jesus says in the feeding of the 5,000 “I have compassion for these people they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat.  I do not want to send them away hungry.”  Jesus loves hungry and needy people.

23. Another time Matthew says of Jesus “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”  Sheep without a shepherd are lost, helpless, and vulnerable to outside predators.

24. So Jesus loved the lost sheep of this world.  In Luke 15:3, he tells the parable of a lost sheep saying “suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.  Does he not leave the 99 and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?” When he finds it then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says: “Rejoice with me; I found my lost sheep.”  It seems some sheep are lost out of indifference, others ignorance, and some arrogance but Jesus still loves them all. 

25. In yet another passage Jesus sees another crowd of people and has compassion on them because they were sick and needy, and He healed them (Matthew 14:14).

26. My point to all of this is that Jesus gave us both direction and example of what to love in our lives.  But we may be saying I think I know what to love, it’s just that I cannot always love. The Holy Spirit gives us the energy to love what He has commanded us to love.  If we are not going to be spiritually lazy in life, we need both direction and energy to do what God wants us to do.  

27. May Jesus direct our hearts to the greater love and may the Holy Spirit give us the means to carry out that love.  

