Week Of:   March 14, 2010
Title:   God is in Control 
Series:   Systematic Theology – Part 21    

Scripture:   Matthew 4:1-11
1. How much do you believe in the providence (divine intervention) of God?  Charles Spurgeon once wrote “we believe in the providence of God, but we do not believe half enough in it.”

2. Someone else wrote: “The more we trust the sovereignty of heaven, the less we fear the calamities of earth.” 

3. And still someone else wrote: “Providence: The Hand behind the headlines.”

4. One of my favorites is that of Joseph, the second in command of all of Egypt talking to his brothers, “You meant evil against me; but God meant it for good” (Genesis 50:20)” 

5. And then Roman 8:28 “All things work together for those who love the Lord, and are called according to His purpose.” 

6. Well what is the providence of God? Look at your handout sheet in your bulletin. The providence of God may be defined as:  “God is continually involved with all created things in such a way that He (1) keeps them existing and maintaining the properties with which He created them; (2) cooperates with created things in every action, directing their distinctive properties to cause them to act as they do; and (3) directs them to fulfill His purposes.”


7. In other words in God’s providential care, God preserves everything that He has created; cooperates and assists everything to carry out their purpose for existence; and He directs and guides everything to fulfill His purpose. 

8. The book of Revelation says that God is both the Alpha and Omega—the beginning and the end. You might say that God is both in and out of the process keeping it going from the beginning to the end in the direction that He would have it go.  Look at handout, from alpha to omega.

9. He guides it, and the guiding hand of God is what we call providence.  If God had His “rathers” everything would go smoothly from alpha to omega. The Lord’s Prayer would be fulfilled and His will would “be done on earth as it is done in Heaven.” 

10. But you don’t have to be Apostle Paul to know that things don’t work that smoothly.  Look around you, read your newspapers, listen to radio and television, and look at your Bible and you will know that there is a big difference between what God wants done and what is being done.  The reason being is freedom of will.

11. This big difference has led some to believe that the world is not in the control of God but of the “evil one.”  Turn to 1 John 5:19, “We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.” I know that’s what 1 John says but does that fit with what the rest of the Bible says?

12.  Daniel 4:35 says, “he does according to his will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him ‘What are you doing?’”

13. Psalms 135: 6, 7 says, “’whatever the Lord pleases he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all the deep. He makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth; he sends lighting with the rain with the rain and brings out the wind from His storehouses.” 

14. Hebrews 1:3 says that Christ is “upholding the universe by his word of power.” Paul says in Colossians that in Christ “all things hold together” (1:17).  Nehemiah 9:6 says, “You are  the Lord, you alone; you have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all the host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worship you.” Paul says in Ephesians 1:11 that God “accomplishes all things according to the counsel of His will.” Job 12:23 says God:  “makes nations great, and he destroys them; he enlarges nations, and the leads them away.” Psalms 22: 28 says, “Dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations.”

15. Ephesians 2:10 says “God prepared beforehand (our good deeds), that we should walk in them.”  All of this doesn’t sound like a God who has lost control.

16. And even though Satan may say in our scripture this morning that He could give to Christ all of the kingdoms and nations of the world, he is promising something that he had no right or authority to promise.   Remember, just because Jesus didn’t correct Satan’s lie doesn’t mean that Satan was telling the truth. Sometimes lies are so ridiculous that they shouldn’t need to be corrected.

17. And what measure of influence and control Satan has in this world, as 1 John 5:19 might suggest, God is the one who allows it.  Whatever rebellion and measure of influence Satan has received is only because God has granted permission for it.  

18. One of the earliest theories of atonement has stated that Satan has stolen all of creation from God, and that mankind especially belongs to the devil.   

19. First off, what is atonement?  Atonement put in the simplest terms is what does Jesus suffering and dying on the cross mean?  Easter and Good Friday will be celebrated at the first of the next month.  The reason that we are celebrating Good Friday and ultimately the Resurrection is what the atonement is all about.

20. One of the many, many theories of atonement is called the ransom theory of atonement. 

21. In it, Satan is now the governing power of the world.  As world ruler, he has rights that cannot just be ignored, he owns the world and most importantly us.    We, humanity, are Satan’s slaves.  God has to get us back.  He will not steal us back from the devil, nor violently take us from the devil.   So God asks what is necessary for Him to buy our souls back from the devil.  Satan sets the price of Jesus’ life and, really, His soul.  Jesus for us, the ransom is set and with the death on the cross the ransom is paid.  However, things don’t work out the way the devil envisions.  Sure Jesus dies, and descends into Hades preaching to those in the grave, but God the Father tricks the devil and resurrects the Son. Now the Son sits victorious at the right hand of the Father.  God the Father has deceived the great deceiver and we have won!!!


22. There are numerous things that are wrong with this view of atonement.  One is that any time anyone says that God is a liar or a deceiver, that person is dead wrong.  God hates lying, stealing, and cheating.  He will not stoop to that level, not even for us.  The only thing that God cannot do is do something that is against His Holy Character. 

23. Two, do you believe that the end justifies the means?

24. Three, Satan has “no right of possession” over humanity.  Humans belong to God, in fact even though things may look rather ify and shaky in our lives and in the world.  God is still ultimately in control.  

