Week Of:   April 25, 2010
Title:    Grace and Faith Alone
Series:    Systematic Theology Series – Part 26   

Scripture:   Ephesians 2:1-10
1. Last Sunday if you were present and accounted for you might remember that we said “Salvation is the application of the work of Jesus Christ to the lives of human beings.” We also said that experiencing the salvation that Christ has made possible for us is being rescued from a host of terrible and ugly things. 

2. This rescue operation that God has made possible for us is essentially two parts.  One an objective part which we have celebrated as the Easter event, and also what we celebrate everyday of our lives.  You realize don’t you that every Sunday as a church we come together to celebrate the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ?  We celebrate the Gospel in two forms: one, the story of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ; and two, the promise that comes out of the story of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

3.  The subjective part of us being rescued is our response to this story and promise of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  “God does it and we accept” is essentially what I am saying.  Say that with me please…

4. But how we receive or accept the salvation has not always been agreed on.  Before Jesus came—before the Gospel was lived and declared—the Jews believed that if God was going to rescue His people they must obey the 10 Commandments and all of the law.  As Christians, we might look back on their idea of salvation and say that it was based on works—the Jews working real hard to obey all of those laws and regulations. But to a devout Jew, they would say that’s not true; it takes a lot of faith in God and His Word to even try to obey all of those things.  We live by faith too.

5. The big difference is not a matter of whether Christians and Jews have faith, but what their faith is in and what they put with it.  

6. For example, in this morning’s scripture Paul says in verse 4 “But because of His great love for us, God who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions…” According to Paul, Jesus rescued us from our spiritual death that was brought about by our sins and transgressions.

7. This rescue was made possible by the gift of God through faith. Paul says: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”

8. From this scripture, most Protestants say that salvation is matter of grace and faith alone.  Nothing else needs to go with my response of faith to the grace of God.  Nothing else is necessary—but faith alone. 

9. Roman Catholics believe in faith in Jesus Christ just like us, however they don’t say they believe in faith alone.  Yes, they have faith in Jesus Christ. It is neither fair nor accurate to say that Catholics don’t have faith in Jesus Christ.  It is just that they don’t believe in faith alone.  They say for their salvation to be complete they need to live a life of love, loved for God and for one another.  After all, doesn’t the letter to James say that faith without works is dead? 

10. In the 16th century (October 31, 1517), Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the door or bulletin board of the church of Wittenberg, Germany.  These 95 theses were not a declaration of independence from the Catholic Church but simply a call to an academic debate about the issue of indulgences.  Yet within 5 years a Lutheran group of churches in Germany had formed and split off from the Pope. 

11. However, from his writing, it is evident that in addition to the issue of indulgences a young Luther struggled with his understanding of salvation.   He had faith, but he just couldn’t shake the feeling that he didn’t love God enough. If the Roman Catholic Church said salvation was faith plus a genuine love of God and love for one’s neighbor, how did he know whether or not he loved God enough?  Jesus said that we should love God with all our heart, soul, and mind, and love our neighbor as ourselves, well was he doing that?


12.  The key to Luther’s deliverance from his terrible dilemma of not knowing if he loved God enough to secure his salvation came when he begin to apply the Gospel to his life.  


13. The Gospel, as I’ve said before, is the story of Jesus but within this story of Jesus there is a promise.   The promise is that Jesus Christ came, lived, and died “for me.”  Luther came to love the fact that the Gospel was for him.  Yes, God so loved Luther that He sent His only son to die for Luther.  If Luther believed in God’s Son, God would forgive Luther’s sin and give him everything that His Son had.

14. Being saved is having faith in God’s promises and God’s only begotten Son.  Let me illustrate the faith part by talking about marriage.  Marriages are based upon promises and exchange of marital vows.   In a traditional marriage when you believe these promises and exchange these vows, what you receive through these vows is nothing less than another person.  In receiving this person you receive also that which is theirs.  We say for better or worse.  Use Luther’s analogy….

