Week Of:   May 2, 2010
Title:    Security of the Believer
Series:   Systematic Theology – Part 26    

Scripture:   Romans 8:28-39
1. How much do you worry?  I’ve come to believe that everyone worries.  Would anyone here care to say they don’t worry?  If you don’t, I am envious of you because it is my belief that most everyone is anxious and worries about something or someone to one degree or the other in their lives at one time or the other. 

2. Has there been a time in which you’ve found yourself worrying about your salvation?  I’ve studied about salvation and the topic of security of the believer and I can tell you that it is normal to have some anxiety about salvation.

3. Even though most Christians would say that it is easy to be saved, most Christians would also say that the way some Christians act throws a lot of doubt whether all Christians are saved or not.


4. So if some Christian’s behavior and attitudes seem less than Christian, what about mine or yours? 

Another thing is, I don’t always feel like I am saved. Do you? Could it be that we might be fooling ourselves to believe that we are right with God? 

5. It could be—but I think it is just the nature of salvation.  After all, salvation is about faith.  Most Christian groups believe that salvation is a matter of faith and anytime faith is involved in anything there is always room for doubt.  

6. Look at your study sheet at what I’ve got down for salvation in the Roman Catholic tradition.  Salvation is by grace, plus, faith, plus works of love.  Security of the believer is a matter of keeping in a right relationship with the church, confessing one’s sins, and doing works of love.  You might know someone who is a very devoted Roman Catholic and if they do something they think is seriously wrong they’ll go to mass that very day and confess their sins.  I am assuming that they do so because if they should die with a mortal sin on their conscience they might go to hell.  Roman Catholic’s believe that there are Christians in hell. If I understand this correctly, the security of the believer means remaining in good standing with the church and remaining confessed up. 


7. Yet according to Martin Luther in 16th century, confession and being in a right relationship to the church wasn’t enough.  Luther was a devout Augustine monk who wanted to be very pleasing to God and worried that he didn’t love God enough.  After all if your salvation was based in part on loving God, how would you know if you loved Him enough? 

8. How many of you worry that you don’t do enough for God? If your salvation was based on that in part, wouldn’t you be anxious about it as well?

9. Well, Luther and the rest of the reformers finally figured out what we take for granted today, salvation is a matter of grace plus faith alone.  Works of love are still very important but not necessary for salvation.  But they come after we are saved.

10. So what was Luther’s security of the believer?  It was confessing your sin and professing your faith in Christ.  In other words, your salvation today is based on professing your faith in Christ today, but unless you profess it tomorrow you aren’t saved.  You could be saved today and lost tomorrow based on what kind of spiritual day you’re going to have tomorrow or the next day.  We have a lot of folks in area that are not Lutheran, but they believe you can be saved today, lost tomorrow, and so on and so forth.  If this was my understanding of the security of a believer, it would make me a nervous wreck.

11. In the 16th century, there came another theologian by the name of John Calvin.  He noticed that Lutherans had just as much anxiety as Roman Catholics about their salvation.  Their worries were different than Catholics but just the same, they were worried about their salvation.  Have you ever noticed that for the people who worry a lot, worrying just seems to change objects? They worry about one thing one moment and then another thing the next moment.  


12. Well, what is worry anyway?  It is over concerning yourself about things that you cannot control.  Worry is always a control issue.  People who need and demand control usually are people who worry a lot. 

13. Anyway—I am assuming that Calvin noticed that people were really concerned and worried about the security of their salvation and their place in Christendom so he began teaching and preaching Romans 8, especially where Paul says: “Who will bring any charge against whom God has chosen?  It is God who justifies.  Who is he that condemns?  Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  Who (then) shall separate us from the love of Christ?”  Verse 38 reads, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
14. In my way of looking at this scripture, Paul is trying to comfort the people at Rome by saying: “You are God’s people.  You are God’s elect.   He called you out of the world to be His people; he will protect you.  Don’t be afraid not even death or the devil himself can separate you from the love of God.”  Really, the security of the believer rests with God, the only question is how much rests with God and how much is our freedom of choice? 

15. John Calvin takes this simple message of comfort that Paul was giving the church at Rome and turns it into a full blown theory about how from before the beginning of time God pre-determined (or predestined) you to be a Christian and pre-determined others go to hell.  No one has a choice (we think we do, but we don’t) everyone is just following the script that God has set in motion before time began. 

16. This is how Calvin solves the problem of the security of the believer—he takes away human freedom and says “God chose you before the very beginning of time and so if you’re chosen by God then He won’t “unchoose” you.

17. But even a Calvinist has their worries.  What do you think they worry about?  Well, how do I know that I am one of the elect? 

18. How do you know that you are a Christian?  Have you ever professed Jesus as you Savior and Lord?  Romans 10:9 says, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  In other words, if you’ve confessed with your month and, most importantly, that Jesus is your God and Lord – if you believe that Jesus is who and what the Bible says He is, you shall be saved.

19. Salvation is about having faith in Jesus and really in God’s word.  There is an old statement I can remember quoted a lot by preachers when I was young.  “God’s Word said it, and I believe it.” Bottom line is that no matter understanding salvation you got if you’re a Christian you going to have faith.  And faith will always have some uncertainty in it.  

20. But even faith needs witnesses to it?  I need an internal and an external witness to the fact that God has saved me.  1 John 5:9 says, “We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which He has given about His son.  Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart.”  The external witness comes from without.  It can be as simple as someone saying you’ve really changed.  You’re different, what has made a difference in you?   The internal witness is the witness that we get from the Holy Spirit that we are changing—that we are different. It is the Holy Spirit giving us a transfusion of love and compassion.   
