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Scripture:   Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:15-16
1. We are the children of God called out of darkness to be the people of God.   One of the ways the Bible uses in talking about God’s people is the image of the body of Christ.  Ephesians 1:22 says: “God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything to the church, which is his body…the fullness of Him who is filling the universe in all its parts.”

2. Now obviously, we don’t know what Jesus looked like because there were no drawings made of Him, nor was there a sculpture or statue made in His honor until many centuries after His death.  I have a book here that has paintings of what artists have envisioned Christ to look like, but really the pictures say more about us than they do of Christ.   


3. What is interesting about this subject is that, while the Bible says we are the body of Christ, we are by implication the reflection of who Christ is.   Meaning that, as people look at the church in general and Christians in particular, we are the only images of Christ that lost people will see. 


4. What if a visitor from another planet visited in our community and was interested in understanding our religious beliefs, what we worshiped, and why we believed what we do, what would that being think about Jesus? What kind of picture would they get of Christ? 


5. Really, the greatest stumbling block for a lost person in our present day culture is not learning what the real Jesus is like, and believing in that.  But the greatest stumbling block is unlearning what they think that Jesus or God is like so that they can believe the right thing.  Because people have so many misconceptions about Jesus that they need to unlearn before they can believe in what the New Testament teaches about Jesus.  And where do they get the vast majority of those misconceptions? By looking at unhealthy and unbiblical representations of the body of Christ—the present day church. 


6. And you know as well as I do how hard it is to get someone to change their minds about something that they made their minds up about.   The Holy Spirit truly has His work cut out for Him, because there are so many bad representations of the body of Christ walking around claiming to be Christian.

7. But what do you think the body of Christ should look like? What should we look like? You tell me!  Like Christ… I know, but how would the real Christ look like in culture? Give me some concrete examples!  Love? Passion for the lost? Crusader against sin?

8. Let’s look at least in part what Paul thinks the church should look like. Turn to Ephesians 4:2 “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.   Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”  

9. According to Paul, unity is a very important aspect of the body of Christ… Ephesians 4:3 says “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”

10. Jesus himself said that “any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall.” (Luke 11: 17)  So it is with the body of Christ, a divided and fractured body of Christ cannot function as it should.   No organization, nation, kingdom, or just a group of human beings in any capacity can exist very long divided and going at one another’s throats. So we must always have unity in the midst of diversity.  Diversity we can always count on, but unity is something that we must always work on.   

11. With unity, peace, and love there comes something else that we must do or else we will perish—it is called service.   So once you are unified, you are not at one another’s throats, but that will not last long without a purpose.  


12. Service to God and glorification of God is the natural purpose of the body of Christ.   Look at Ephesians 4:12-13 “to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ might be built up until we reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”

13. Becoming “mature”, according to Paul, is “attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” The body of Christ needs to “attain the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”  It needs to grow up so that it can be a fully functioning body of Christ.  


14. How do we know if/that we have begun to reach our maturity as a body of Christ—when we get gray headed and old? True maturity in the body of Christ is service to God.   When the body of Christ becomes a fully functioning group of believers, it becomes mature—it is grown up.


15. Until then we are immature no matter how old we might be….

