Week Of:   June 6, 2010
Title:    Temple of the Holy Spirit
Series:    Doctrine of the Church – Part 3   

Scripture:   1 Corinthians 3:16-17
1. Have you ever been in a temple?  Several years ago when Sharon and I visited Eric in Thailand, we visited a temple.  The temple was huge and had a statue of Buddha that filled the entire temple. Christianity has Churches and Cathedrals, but no temples.  Jews have synagogues but no temples. Why do Jews and Christians not have temples?

2. Jews used to have a temple but it had been destroyed and never built back in Jerusalem.  To the Jews, there is to be only one Temple and it must be built only on one spot.   

3. The spot is called the Temple Mount.  Let me give you some history…there have been really three Temples built in Jerusalem.  The last one was built by Herod the Great and destroyed by a Roman General named Titus on August 28 in 70 A.D.  The Temple Mount is what the Temple sat on.  The Mount was a massive earth and rock platform, some 144,000 square meters in area, the size of 12 football fields.  The Mount itself was also 32 meters high and was held in place by four huge stone retaining walls.  The Western retaining wall is the only thing left of the Temple. It is called the “Wailing Wall” because Jews all over the world for over 2000 years have come there to mourn the destruction of the Temple and pray.  The wall actually had no function at all during Herod’s time, other than holding the dirt in place. 


4. Today however, it has become a place of deepest sanctity and profound religious feelings.  As Simon Goldhill says in a book he wrote about the Temple:  “The physical building may no longer exist, but both the site of the Temple and the idea of it have inspired men and women for generations—and have been fought over with matching intensity…the Temple takes shape in the minds of men…The Temple is never just a destroyed building.  It has become the potent symbol of the human search for the lost ideal, an image of former greatness and greatness to come.”


5. Yet on that same spot nearly six hundred years after it was destroyed another religious group came to its site.   In 638 A.D. the Muslims conquered Jerusalem and 52 years later build a beautiful building called “the Dome of the Rock.”  This building houses the rock on which, it was said that “Abraham bound Isaac for sacrifice” and was the same place that is believed to be the “altar of Solomon’s temple,” and more importantly to the Muslims it was where the prophet Mohammed rose from the earth on a winged horse to meet Abraham, Moses, and Jesus in heaven, where he led them in prayers. The legend has it that “The Rock” wanted to follow Mohammed to heaven and the foot print of where he pushed it back to earth is seen on it today. 

6. To Christians, the Temple Mount is important because that is where Jesus taught and worshiped.  When Titus destroyed the Temple in 70 A.D. it brought to life the words of Jesus, the Gospel of Mark writes: “When Jesus came out the Temple, one of His disciples said to Him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stone and what wonderful buildings.” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.”

7. When Jesus was asked to explain what He meant, He started to talk about the end of the world and the day and times of His Second Coming.  

8. In the Gospel of John, Jesus is in the Temple and says these words “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up again.” The Jews that heard what Jesus said responded “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to do it in three.”  Then John writes these words “But the temple he spoke of was His body.”

9.  You might say we don’t have nor need a temple because of two reasons: One, Jesus is our once and for all sacrifice for our sins, therefore we don’t need a temple to make sacrifices.  Two, Jesus is now our Temple. For Christians Jesus becomes the Temple.  Jesus is the new temple (the true spiritual temple) which opposes the one built of stones, made by the hands of men, and destroyed by the hands of men.  The destroying of the old temple does not destroy mankind’s relationship with God, as Rome might have hoped, but simply heralds the rising of Christianity.  You destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it again.

10. To the Jews the Temple was the place that they met God.  


11. Jesus is our hope that in Him we have met and will continue to meet God.   Jesus is our temple.  He is the place where our Savior comes together as 100 percent man and 100 percent God.  He is where we dwell and where we worship. 

12. Now let’s switch gears and quickly look at two other uses of the word “temple.”  In Ephesians 2:21-22 Paul describes individual believers as “a holy temple in the Lord…a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.”  In 1 Corinthians, he says “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own?”

13. We cannot say too much about what that means to us.  (However, we won’t say it today () 

14. But also the collective consciousness of our congregation is a dwelling place or a temple of the Holy Spirit.  Look in our scripture we read this morning together.  “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple.”

15. The minds and hearts of God’s people form a Holy Temple in which the Holy Spirit lives.  How? You might say! Every group of people is made up obviously of individuals, but they also form a collective consciousness.  They take on a personality of their own.  The personality of the group can be healthy, good, loving, and kind, or unhealthy, bad, hateful, and even evil.  

16. So the Holy Spirit can and does dwell in the collective hearts of its people—called the church, which form a temple unto God. 

