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1. You’ve heard me say before that in most Baptist churches the Holy Spirit is the forgotten member of the Holy Trinity.  Most Southern Baptist preachers don’t feel comfortable in spending much time talking about the Holy Spirit.  I suppose less someone accuse them of promoting unknown tongues and all sorts of weird behavior unbecoming of general Baptist behavior.
  

2. Well rest assured I am not going to promote speaking in tongues, all though if you have that gift I am glad for you.  And I am certainly not going to promote weird behavior, well any more weird behavior than mine (, but I am going to promote the Holy Spirit in the life of the church. 

3. In our scripture this morning we have what is called a “song of ascent.” It is one of the Psalms from 120 to 134 that scholars believe Jewish pilgrims sang on the way to worship at Jerusalem.  In fact the Psalter, the book of Psalms, is thought to be the song book of Israel and really of the early church.  So we have the words of the songs of the early church, we just don’t have the tunes.

4. Anyway, Psalm 121 is song of confidence that early Jewish and Christian worshipers would sing as they journeyed to Jerusalem.  Jerusalem sits on a hill and the Temple sat on a Temple Mount, and I can imagine these Jewish pilgrims walking to Jerusalem and the Temple singing “I lift up my eyes to hills—where does my help come from?  My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”   

5. One of the most sacred teachings of the Bible is that God is our helper.  We could not and we cannot ever hope to make it in life unless God helps us.   You’ve heard me say this many times but as easy as my life has been I would not be able to make it without God’s help. I am assuming that you believe the same way about yourself as well.  He carries and helps us even when we don’t realize it. 

6.  But how does this apply to the Holy Spirit? In the Gospel of John (John 14, 15), Jesus tells us that with His death the Father would send a “paraclete” to His followers. Notice that I am not saying “parakeet” like a bird but “paraclete” as in the Greek word for the Holy Spirit.  I have heard it translated literally as “one who come along side us.” English translations translate it “counselor, advocate, helper, and comforter.”  His purpose is to “strengthen and guide the church into all truth.”

7. In other words, Christ tells us that the Father has sent someone to help, counsel, comfort, and guide the church—the Holy Spirit.   It is the ultimate expression of the Psalmist’s words where he declares “I lift up my eyes the hills, where does my help come? My help comes from the Lord.”

8. Now let’s get something straight, does it really matter what jobs and functions the Bible assigns to the members of the Trinity? I think it does to a degree.  The Father is the Creator, and according to church tradition both the Son and Holy Spirit proceeds out of the Father.  The Son is the Word that becomes flesh in Jesus Christ who is our Savior, and the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Love that proceeds from both the Father and the Son.  But when you talk about one you talk about the other two, because the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are one.  They are distinctive persons, but yet they are One as one can be.

9. Let’s review terms just a minute: The Church is the assembly of the people of God who have been called out of the darkness of the world.  But we are also called the body of Christ of which Christ Jesus is the head and are members of His body.   We are the body of Christ that is functioning under the direction of Christ. The question becomes “how healthy a body are we, and do we follow the direction of the Head?” Imagine someone who is disabled with a spinal cord injury they tell their hands and feet to move but they don’t move.  Is that what happens with the body of Christ in our community?

10. Another term for the Church is the Temple of God.  The Temple is the dwelling place of God, and the Bible wants us to know that it is the Holy Spirit of God dwells here.

11. The Spirit is the third person of the Trinity and He guides, helps, and comforts all who are a part of the Body of Christ.   The Spirit dwells in the Temple and makes known the will and intent of the Savior who is the Head.  The Spirit keeps us connected to the head and reminds us of everything that the Head wants us to know and do. 

12. The Spirit is the life force of Love that proceeds from the Head who is Christ and the Father who has sent the Christ into our lives.  

13. The Holy Spirit is the life giving energy of Christ who is the Head of the Body.  The Holy Spirit is spiritual energy.  The Holy Spirit is spiritual fire.  The Holy Spirit is spiritual electricity that runs through the body of Christ.

14. Now this is very important by using the terms energy, fire, and electricity I tell you we are not necessarily talking about emotional energy.  I am not necessarily talking about speaking in tongues, but I am talking about the energy that produces right thinking and right actions.  The energy that produces good deeds, good works, and good ministry.  The energy that produces love, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  (Galatians 5: 22-23)

15. The Holy Spirit is the Spiritual Energy that fills us but at the same time leaves us wanting and desiring more.  It is the reason you feel compelled to be here.  To pick up a hymnal and sing with joy in your hearts to the God who is both your Creator and your Savior. 

16. The Holy Spirit is also both the Spirit of consistency and the Spirit of change.  The Spirit of consistency is what keeps you grounded in the doctrine and teaching of the Bible and the Lord.  The Spirit keeps us from being blown by every false doctrine and teaching that comes along in the name of Christ.  

17. But the Holy Spirit is also the spirit of change that softens up the heart and soul to the will of God.  Look, I know easy it is to be set in your ways.  The older I get the more I get like day old concrete that has set up and hardened like stone.  But the Holy Spirit is a jack hammer and if necessary the dynamite that keeps us moving in the direction of God’s will.  If you are a Christian you can turn your heart hard to me and my preaching but you cannot turn you heart hard to the Holy Spirit for very long.  If you are a Christian, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit you can run but you cannot hide. 

18. And just as important, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Love and Peace that goes with you when you leave this place. 

