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Scripture:  Colossians 3:1-17 
1. Clearly a lot of people in our area don’t see a need for attending and being a part of a church.   In fact, a lot of people will just plain tell you that they don’t need the church to be right with God.  And then some people will say “I need to go to get right with God and go to church, but….”

2. The sad thing is that a lot of church members, people who are supposedly born again don’t understand the need for a church.  So let me ask the question:  “Why are we a part of this church or why be part of any church, for that matter?”

3. Let me clear up a couple of matters first.  One, there is one universal church of God.  By that I mean one church that Christ died for that transcends all local congregations, all denominations, and all those nit-picky differences that divide even the best of Christians. It is the universal group of believers who have called upon the name of Jesus both past, present and future, and near and far. 

4. Then there is the local church.   They could be of different denominations or no denomination at all.  They could be young or old, contemporary or traditional, big or small, and even of various religious beliefs so long as they profess and follow Jesus Christ as their God, their Savior, and their Lord.

5. As Christians, I believe that we are called by God in numerous ways.  One, we are called to be part of the universal group of believers called the church.   I believe all are called; yet tragically, not all of us respond in a positive way to that call.  The call is for eternal salvation but also for a basic life-style change. Look at Colossians 3:5-14 (read).

6. I also believe that you who are here, you who are a part of this congregation, are not here by accident or happenstance, but because God has called you to be here.  God called you to be here, to be here as a member of this church.  You have a purpose.  You have a reason for being here.  God wants you to be here to do something that is both purposeful and unique for your gifts and abilities.

7. That’s why when someone comes or goes from one local congregation to another it should not be for frivolous or insignificant reasons.  It should be because God has called them elsewhere. 

8. Given these reasons, why are we here? The first should be the most obvious—we are meant to worship God.  In our scripture, Paul directs the church at Colossae to “sing psalms and hymns and spiritual song with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”  Ephesians 1:12 says that we are “to live for the praise of his (God’s) glory.”  Ephesians 5 tells why we have time “sing and make music in your (our) heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Our purpose is to worship God…that is what we are here for.

9. Another purpose is to be an evangelical church.  The word evangelical simply means to tell the good news.   What God has done for us through Jesus Christ is good news.  Consequently when something good happens to us, it should be our desire to tell others.  The sharing of the gospel with others is the fulfilling of the Great Commission to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).  It should be our purpose for being a church.

10. Along with the ministry of evangelism is what some people call the ministry of mercy.  Does anyone know what this ministry is about?  It is really about alleviating suffering of any kind that we might come across.  In Luke 6: 35-36, Jesus tells His listeners “love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be the sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish.  Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”

11. Another purpose for being a part of a local group of believers is the nurturing we should be receiving in a particular church.   In I Corinthians, you hear the pain and frustration in Paul’s voice as writes “brothers I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ.  I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it.  Indeed, you are still not ready. You are still worldly” (1 Corinthians 3:1-2).   He doesn’t say that the Corinthians are not Christians, he just says that they are baby Christians.  They are babies because they want to fight, quarrel, and fuss.

12. Consequently, Paul tells them “He who speaks in tongues edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church” (1 Corinthians 14:4).  The word edifies means to build up and strengthen.  

13. Paul wants the church to be strengthened and to grow strong.  God wants us to be better and stronger Christians and a stronger group of Christians than we ever have been before.
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