Week of: August 10, 2008

Title:  The Pearl of Great Price – Part 5
Series:  Study of Spiritual Formation

Scripture:  Matthew 13:31-58
1. Have you ever wanted something so bad that you could not stand it?  Have you ever wanted something so bad that you would give anything you could for it? 

2. In our scripture this morning, Jesus is giving a series of sayings that talk about the Kingdom of Heaven.  He likens the Kingdom of Heaven to several things that most anyone of His day would understand.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
3. First, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who sows good seed in his field and weeds come.  Second, it is like a tiny mustard seed that grows and becomes a tree.  Third, the kingdom of heaven is like a small amount of yeast that works its way through a batch of dough. Fourth, the Kingdom of Heaven is like treasure hidden in a field; when a man finds that the treasure is there, he quickly buys the field and, in the process, the treasure.  The fifth Kingdom saying is about a merchant looking to buy the best possible pearl that he can find, and when he finally finds it, he sells everything has and buys it.  The sixth is Jesus saying the same thing as the parable in verse 24, but putting it in a fisherman’s language so that his disciple can understand.  Then looking at them and saying “you got that?”  The Last (seventh) Kingdom saying is Jesus saying “look folks I’ve got a lot of things to say to you, both old and new about the Kingdom of Heaven.  Just listen!

4. First off, does anyone know what the Kingdom of Heaven means?

5. It basically means “the rule or the authority of God.”  Just like a king or a government has authority over a people or a country, God has authority over us.  To be a part of the Kingdom of Heaven or God, one must be willing to submit to the will or decrees of the King—God’s will.
6. But in this world, God’s rule or will is not always recognized and many folks are in open rebellion. Some folks just don’t care that God is being ignored.  In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus prays, “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth and well as in Heaven…”

7. For this to come to pass, Jesus knows that his disciples must understand the new and old things about the Kingdom so they can work for the coming of the Kingdom and obey God’s will.

8. The most famous of these Kingdom sayings has to be the Pearl of Great Price. 

9. Who knows what the Pearl of Great Price is? Let’s look at it, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who is searching for the most important thing in the entire world and, when he finds it, goes out and buys it.  In Jesus’ day and time, pearls had a very special place in folk’s hearts.  They desired to possess a pearl, not only because of its monetary value, because of its beauty.  They found the same amount of pleasure you and I would have in owning a nice diamond.  To them, a pearl was one the most important and loveliest things you could own. 

10. What is the most important thing, and loveliest thing, you possess? Your health?  I’ve heard people say that when you lose your health, you’ve lost everything.  What about your family? Who wouldn’t give everything that they have to save their family?  What about your self-respect and your honor?  Or what about you, are you the most important thing in the world to you?

11. You know the direction I am heading in.  But before we get there, you also know that there is probably a big difference in most of us as to what we say is important and what act like is important.

12. For example, if our health is the most important thing to us, why would we abuse it?  If our families are so important to us, then why do we neglect them and do things to lose them?  If our honor and sense of self-respect is so important, then why do we dishonor and disrespect ourselves by the way we act? 

13. So the question becomes, what do we want?  Is it what we say or is it what we do that expresses the reality of our hearts?  Hopefully it is both…generally, when it is both we can feel at peace.   But when we know what we claim about ourselves is not what we see ourselves doing and becoming, we feel like crud.  

14. What is really the Pearl of Great Price for you?  What is the loveliest thing in the world to you that you would give anything and everything for? Of course, for the Christian, it is Christ!  

15. Down through the centuries, the church has always considered Christ as the Great Pearl of surpassing beauty and worth.   Nothing is as important as Jesus, right?

16. Yet that is not how we always live, do we?  Sometimes there is this growing gap between how important we say Jesus is to how important we act like He is.  Can both be the truth?  Can we really serve two masters? Not really!!! 

17. How do we get such a big difference between what we say and how we act? Are we all just hypocrites as our critics say? I hope not!   Have you ever told your spouse that he or she was the most important thing to you in the whole wide world?  And then in couple of days or weeks acted like she or he was the least most important thing in the whole wide world?   Did we change our minds?  

18. Probably not.  We just got angry or we just got busy and just got sidetracked.  It takes a remarkable person and a remarkable marriage to remain focused day in and day out to our dearly beloved.  Most of us need reminded from time to time to what or whom we have made our vows to.

19. As Christians, we have the Holy Spirit to remind us of our faithfulness to Christ.  Still, it is easy to take our minds and hearts off the person we consider our Pearl of Great Price.

20. There is something else here that is very important.  I’ve also made a commitment to follow Christ.  Not just to say I love Him, but to actually become like Him.  And that is different than a marriage.  

21. My marriage vows didn’t say anything about becoming like Sharon.  Even though we might start taking on a lot of the same attitudes and mannerism that being married 32 years might bring, I like a lot of the differences between me and her.

22. I cannot say the same thing about Christ.  In fact, the differences between Christ and I are a source of my shame and a reminder of my failures.

23. So, my commitment to Christ is to become like my “Pearl of Great Price.”  To be formed into His Image, so that I might be more like Him.  Yes I am to love Him, but in loving Him, I also am to become more like Him.  That’s my challenge, the source of my difficulty, that is the broad difference between saying I love Him and living out that love in the world I live.
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