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1.  What is the Gospel or the good news? 
2.  The actually word, gospel, means “good news.”  The pre-Christian Greco-Roman word was normally used in reference to a victory in battle. “Like wow, we won the battle.  Our soldiers were victorious today.”

3.  Jesus used the term to convey His belief that the Kingdom of God was here, bringing salvation, deliverance, and joy.

4.  Paul used the term to focus on the meaning of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

5.  The Gospel of Mark uses the term to describe the entire life of Jesus Christ, not just His message nor just His death and resurrection. 

6.  Most of our theological understanding of what the Gospel really means comes from Paul’s letters.  The content of Paul’s understanding of the Gospel is set out in 1 Corinthians 15:3-7.  
“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for o9ur sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles…”

7.  There are four elements of Paul’s understanding given in these 4 verses. 
          One, Jesus died for our sins. 
          Two, that He was buried, 
          Three, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with scriptures; and, 
          Four, that He appeared to Peter and the Twelve.  

          (died for our sins, buried, raised, and appeared to the disciples)

8.  The meaning of this understanding of the death and resurrection (died, buried, raised and appeared) is spelled out in 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10, “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath, but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with Him.”

9.  Paul expands on this core belief of the Gospel in many ways.  Here are a few of them:  
          (1) The Gospel is God’s initiative through His son; 
          (2) Christ is crucified and raised for our salvation;
          (3) We are justified by faith in Jesus Christ as the author and finisher of our faith; 
          (4) We are reconciled (as one is who has reached a right relationship with God) through Jesus’ death and resurrection; and 
          (5) the Gospel came in power and in the Spirit.

10.    It is a mistake, a gross misunderstanding of the truth, to see the Gospel as just a philosophy of life or to see Paul as some street corner philosopher who is just giving us his opinion on some personal feelings he had about God.  In Romans 1:16, Paul writes that the Gospel is “the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.”
11.    He also states in Thessalonians that his initial proclamation of the gospel was not “in word only, but also in power, in the Holy Spirit, and with full conviction” (1 Thessalonians 1:5).

12. The Son, the Message, and the Holy Spirit are three powerful means by which God has used to save His people.  
The place, which the Holy Spirit has in all of this, is like when we get in our car and go somewhere.  We need an engine to power the car to make it go and we need a steering mechanism to make it go in the direction we want it.  Jesus Christ is the car and the driver, the Holy Spirit is the engine, and the Gospel is the steering mechanism that takes us in the direction that the car needs to go.  We are the passengers, whom when we are at our best, “don’t do any back seat driving.” 
13.  Now the question I’d like to ask you this morning:  “Is the Gospel the power of God for the beginning, the middle, or the end of our salvation?”  
14. Let’s put it another way: “Do you think that Paul only preached the Gospel to those who were lost or unchurched?”  Or, “Do you think that he thought the Gospel was something that needed to be preached to Christians over and over again?” 
15. Look at Romans 1:15, “That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome.”   Paul is writing to the Christian church at Rome, and he is dying to preach the Gospel to them.

16.  Why?  The Gospel is the power to become a Christian and is also the source of grace to live the Christian life.  So the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God, for the beginning, the middle, and the end of our salvation.  In fact, along with the Holy Spirit, the Gospel is the power of God for each and every day of our lives.

17.  For Paul, the Gospel is continually at work in us as we understand more about the Christian life and become more obedient to God.  The Gospel is at work in us, like we did the first day we responded to it, to respond to the truth of God in our lives.  The Gospel is at work as we seek to live out its teachings on speaking its truth, turning away from lust, diminishing the influence and power of Satan in our lives, and growing in Christ Jesus.  It contains the truth and the power of God to enable us to follow Jesus.  The Gospel is the message and teaching of the Holy Spirit in our day-to-day lives.  We never outgrow the need for the Gospel in our lives.
18.  In fact, many spiritual problems in life occur because we refuse to or cannot apply the Gospel to our lives.  Richard Lovelace wrote something that strikes me as being the truth.  He writes:  
“I was one of those Christians who did not know enough to start each day with a thoroughgoing stand upon Martin Luther’s platform: you are accepted, looking outward in faith and claiming the wholly alien righteousness of Christ as the only ground for acceptance, relaxing in that quality of trust which will produce increasing sanctification of faith that is active in love and gratitude.”
19. There is a story told of a single woman who years ago adopted an orphan boy from World War II Germany.  His parents were killed during the war, and his postwar experiences were horrific.  The woman who adopted the young boy loved the boy like a son should be loved, with all of her heart.  Yet, the boy, because of the death of his biological parents and his terrible experiences in post-World War II Germany, rebelled and brought great pain and embarrassment to his long suffering adopted mother.  It was so hard for him to live as a son, rather than an angry and ungrateful orphan because of what happened to him.  It was so hard for him to believe that anyone could love him unconditionally.  
20.  In many ways, at times, we are just like that orphan.  We just don’t get it.  Jesus has paid it all, and He continues to pay it all, every day of our lives.  He has and He continues to make it possible for us to be loved unconditionally by our Heavenly Father.
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