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1. Do you realize how realize how much your happiness depends on the quality of your relationships?  The Bible does realize, and emphasis four great relationships.

2. Do you know what they are?  One, God; Two, other people; Three, ourselves; Four, creation.

3. This morning I’d like to deal with two of those: God and ourselves.  I really think that becoming a Christian and living the Christian life is coming to an increasing understanding of who we are and who God is. Mostly, it is learning how wonderful God is and how sinful we are.  

4. In understanding this about ourselves, we need also avoid what someone called worm theology.  Does anyone know what that is?  

5. Worm theology is when we get down on ourselves and never get up.  It is an extreme position on how sinful we are that says:  “I am worthless and no good.  Not even God can help me; I am so bad that I am a hopeless case for salvation and sanctification.  Nothing will ever amount of me of any good.  I am nothing but a dirty rotten sinner, who is beyond anyone helping.” 

6. Yes, we are sinners, but no one is beyond God’s help.

7. Who exactly are you?  Joshua and I used to play a little game when he was little.  I would look at him and say: “Hey, little boy what is your name? Who are you anyway?  Are you Timmy, George, Tommy, Mike and so on?  He would look at me and say:  “No, I am Josh!”   Someone might have kidnapped him, but they would never have changed his name.  He knew who he was!

8.  We all know who we are as far as our birth and given name is concerned, but do we know who we spiritually are? Do we understand who we are as far as being a Christian is concerned?

9. To me, our most obvious identity is found in our Scripture this morning. John is writing to his community of believers and he is trying to encourage them to remember who Jesus is and who they are.  He tells them that Jesus “was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  He goes on to say: “In Him (Jesus) was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”

10.  He goes on to say that Jesus was in the world but the world didn’t recognize Him.   That He came to His own people but they didn’t believe in him. But look in verse 12, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in His name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”

11. In John 3, Jesus says:  “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born of water, and the Spirit.”  Then goes on to say: “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit…Yet must be born again.”  
Being born again means that God’s Spirit gives birth to a new spirit in each of us; it means that we are born from above.

12. The method of being born from above is prayer, confession, and commitment.  It is not complicated, but it is for some people very difficult to make a sincere commitment.  Let’s bow our heads and pray with me the Sinner’s Prayer.

13. If you’ve ever sincerely done this in your life…. “You are a child of God.”

14. However, once you are a child of God, then other things hold true:  

a. As a child of God, I am a fellow heir with Christ.  Romans 8:17 says: “And if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him” (both blessing and responsibilities).
b. I am a friend of Jesus. John 15:15 says: “No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing, but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.”

c. As a child of God we have been justified and redeemed. Romans 3: 24 says: “Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”

d. As a child of God, Romans 6:6 is true, “My old self was crucified with Christ, and I am no longer a slave to sin.”

e. As a child of God, Romans 8:1 says: “Therefore there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
f. As a child of God, Romans 8:2 “I have been set free from the law of sin and death.”  We are now under the law of the Spirit.  

g. As a child of God, my body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who dwells in me. 1 Corinthians 3: 16: “Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”
h. As a child of God, we are joined to the Lord Jesus Christ, and am one spirit with Him:  1 Corinthians 6: 17: “But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.”

i. As a child of God, I am a new creature in Christ.  2 Corinthians 5: 17: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”
j. As a child of God, I am chosen, holy, and blameless before God.  Ephesians 1:4: “Just a He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.”

k. As a child of God, I am forgiven by His grace.  Ephesians 1:7:  “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.”
l. As a child of God, I have been brought near to God by the blood of Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 2:13: “But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”
m.  As a child of God, I have boldness and confident access to God through faith in Christ. Ephesians 3: 12: “In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.”
n. As a child of God, I am God’s workmanship created to produce good works.  Ephesians 2:10:  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”

o. As a child of God, the peace of God can guard my heart and mind. Philippians 4:7:  “And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
p. As a child of God, God supplies all my needs:  Philippians 4:19 “And my God will supply all you needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”

q. As a child of God, I am a citizen first and foremost of heaven. Philippians 3:20: “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”

r. As a child of God, I have been chosen of God, and I am holy and beloved. Colossians 3:12: “So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”
s. As a child of God, I have been and shall be raised up with Christ.  Colossians 3:1: “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things about, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”

15. As a child of God, the Bible teaches us that the most important thing about us is not what we do…although that is important, but who and whose we are in Christ Jesus.  Our doing (our actions) should flow out of our identity as a child of God.  

16. The better we understand who we are, the more our actions should reflect that Christ likeness.  No one likes to think of themselves one way, and then be forced to see one’s self another. 

17. So if we understand and know who we are, that we are a child of God, then maybe, just maybe, we might try to act more like Him.  Maybe we all would be better off if we committed to memory some of the wonderful things that the Bible says about who we are.
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